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Point, N.Y., and Alburg, Vt., then south 
through the Champlain islands and 
western Vermont, through Burlington, 
Rutland, and Bennington. It would reach 
Chatham before midnight, having 
picked up milk cars at the numerous 
creameries along the route. 

At Chatham, the cars were turned 
over to the NYC, and a Harlem Division 
train would provide morning delivery to 
New York City. After “the 90’s”—Rut-
land’s four 4-8-2’s, Nos. 90–93—arrived 
in 1946, one was normally assigned to 88 
south of Rutland to attack the grades out 
of Bennington and Brainard. Occasion-
ally my parents would take me out to Pe-
tersburg Junction around 7 or 8 p.m., 
where we would wait by the crossing in 
North Petersburg until 88 showed up.

We’d then pace it south along Route 
22, with the great engine working hard 
to get a wheel on the train after stopping 
for the B&M diamonds. The engineer 
also had to get a run at the grade up the 
valley of the Little Hoosick toward Pe-
tersburg. The highway was right along 
the track almost all the way to Peters-
burg, and in the darkness I could see the 
glow from the firebox through the ash-
pan. When the fireman opened the fire-
box doors to put coal in the back corners 
where the stoker would miss, the great 
cloud of smoke and steam swirling above 
the tender would be tinted bright red. 
The steady beats of the exhaust as the 90 
clocked off the miles toward Chatham 
would be interrupted occasionally by the 
screech of the whistle as the engine 
closed in on a side-road grade crossing.

There were other stretches for pacing, 
as well as many places to stop and watch 
this spectacle pass in the night, because 
train speed would be only about 35 to 40 
mph. After it crossed U.S. 20 at Brainard 
to head up the hill to Old Chatham, we 
would head back north toward Troy on 
New York’s Route 66. (Interestingly, the 
long, straight auto drag-racing strip at 
the Lebanon Valley Speedway today is 
located on the old Rutland roadbed.) Af-
ter reaching Chatham, the engine would 
cut off and run back north to be turned 
and serviced before returning to Rutland 
with train 83. The Milk Train’s travels on 
the Corkscrew were always at night. 

Last passenger hurrahs
The highlight of the Rutland’s Cork-

screw line in its final years was a series of 
“Exchange Club Specials,” which ran an-
nually during 1948–1951. The Exchange 
Club of Chatham organized these “gala 
fall outings” as fundraisers. The train 

During my ride with Ray Haseltine, I had time at New Lebanon for this photo while the LCL 
freight was unloaded at the station. The water tower is that of the Tilden Co., a pharmaceuti-
cals maker that only received coal by rail. The C&O boxcar had animal feed for a local dealer.


