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Memories of the 'Tootin' Louie'

Road, Burlington, Rock Island,     slipped in·primacy in favor of Chicago,

or Santa.Fe, had long corporate and looked for rail arteries to supple-

thern Pacific-asserted bold associa-      project.was to drive 'a railroad-across

lion of huge territories.  Many more,   northern Missouri tc; Iowa. In this way,

implied grandiose aspirations,  usually agricultural produce and coal could
unmet-:.Duluth, South Shore & Atlan-    . Bow south, and products from St. Lou-

.tic;    Quanah,    Acme   &   Pacific.   Some is manufacturers or warehouses. could

were blunt about their intentions,             .   tap markets in the Hawkeye State.

and Minneapolis & St. Louis •• A.north-south artery would

was one of these. Traffic from L.f,78•'id provide competition,  especi-
Minneapolis would'·flow to· •• ally for Chicago.  Wheat

St. Louis, circumventing the •.,• might seek. outlet via St.
avaricious lakeports'of Mil-    • Louis or Minneapolis. Iowa

thwarting their aggressive • more likely to the  . fuel-

policies of urban economic V/jlr.TilM starved north. Minneapolis-
imperialism by avoiding the vid*Wijibdiv milled flour and lumber would

railroad tentacles they employed.         '         be welcome in Iowa. For shippers,

M&StL's earliest predecessor did not a north-south railroad meant competi-

reflect those urges, rather was part of a tive options;  for railroaders and inves-

plan in Minnesota Territory to link pri-     tors, it meantloads in both directions.

mary waterways and open large .parts In embryonic form, this north-south

of the future state to agriculture. IThe enterprise had three corporate compo-
plans were premature, however, suffer-     nents: Minneapolis & St. Louis on the

ing from the Panic of 1857'and being north,  predecessors. of the .Iowa Cen-

postpdned by the Civil War..By. that tral in the middle, and the North Mis-

time; the landscape had changed,  and souri (later part of the Wabash) on the
the · villages of St. Anthony and Min--      s6uth.  Although M&StL would· main-

neapolis had matured with flourishing tain a modest interchange with the Wa-

flour. and lumber industries eager to  . bash in Albia, Iowa, inthe end, M&StL

expand marketing areas,- yet jdalous of wound up reaching, not St.  Louis but

the transportation advantages enjoyed Peoria; Ill., hub of a dozen Class 1 rail-

by St. Paul and fearful of powerful roads' secondary lines. M&StL-·gained

Milwaukee and Chicago. Thus was

Louis rail outlet.                                                      this.fall 1950 photo of motor GE-29 on'Minneapo-

These instincts were shared else-    lis-Des Moines train 2 calling in Callender, Iowa:
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By Don L. Hofsommer

Peoria via the old Iowa Central, which

Edwin Hawley-who had envisioned a

Canada-to-the Gulf railroad-merged

with the M&StL on January 1,  1912,

to form a 1600-mile system.

For me, the M&StL (always pro-

nounced "M and Saint L") had an in-

tensely personal connection because I

grew up in Iowa, very near its track at

Callender, Fort Dodge, and Spencen

I recall with great affection trips to Des

Moines during World War II in elderly

coaches, and later in splendid and

shiny Budd-built coaches that seemed

incongruous behind the railroad's stal-

wart gas-electric motor cars.

I remember fondly the nicely mani-

cured 2-8-0's wrestling Albert Lea ton-

nage out of the Des Moines .River val-

ley with the D-842, a diminutive GE

-
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ROBERT H. MILNER

Three-unit FT 445 arrives in Oskaloosa, Iowa, at

10:30 a.m., July 25,.1947, with time freight 19.

44-tonner, shoving valiantly in support.

I was excited at the opportunity to fi-

nally visit M&StLs "main line" and a

chance to see famous time freight No.

20, which was carded as "First Class,"

thank you, like passenger trains. It was

drawn by spanking new FT diesels,

resplendent in yellow and green with

the road's circular "Peoria Gateway"

herald on the nose.

When welived in Spencer, my par-

ents always knew where to find me.

They simply asked the telephone oper-

ator for."287.".The voice on the other

endof the line would answer,  "'Saint L.

(pause) Yes, he's here." It was, of

course, the station agent, for I spent

more time at the dep6t (or in cabooses

and locomotive cabs) than I did at

school-a reality often reflected on re- I,•t...&&#•on
port cards. M&StL had become "my"

railroad, and a summer's labor on the

local section gang only reinforced my

• the Web!    1•
ORDERS ACCEPTED 24 HOURS A DAY by PHONE 6r FAX!    F-6/7 N&W Historical Society �042 Dept. CT l WWW�042       1
VISA,  MASTERCARD & DISCOVER Accepted!   I maill 2328 Orange Ave., NE          / nwhs.org i
Phone: (540) 342-0575 �042 Fax: (540) 342-0972 LEi]           - Roanoke, VA 24012            -             l--/
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Authentic Railroad Uniforms  '3»·1*-.-*-1illrig/*,I• ,•1•Designed Yesterday - Available Today •2  *   1-·...c--At,-  .
Our uniforms are manufactured in authentic configurations         %    -e- 0*  1 ='Eill#'---

which honor the heritage of our American Railroads. [A .(Ke.7./.m--r.........1---I
Manufactured in standard sizes of Wool Blend Tropical
Fabric in either Navy Blue or Black. I.-------,•.

1-
Also available - conductor caps and other railroad uniform 2/.L-
accessories.

For further information', please contact:

Transquip Company
1 91 Blue Jay Road  �042  Chaliont,  PA.18914-3101 ./

Phone: (215) 822-8092 �042 Fax: (215) 822-6383
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Two New Items.. from the N&W Historical Society!

BH2188118 NORFOLK & WESTERN ELECTRICS
...the complete story of one of the most fascinating chapters in N&W histo-
19: electrification! Author Mason Y. Cooper details everyfacet of the story...

•    .why they had 'to find another way I to move the coal,  and why the railroad
'      *91 .    15          -    turned to. electrics ·to do it.    Includes 96 B&W photos and 136 pages of

.         10/53'r.*1,      .    Niw electrics in action,  and dozens of diagrams detailing' the mechanical
•           ,·f...-·           ••'   methods and.construction of the entire plant.  It' sa book vou must have/.

•ft,It 11.,- 2 "'-'•.  1 "EAUGUS,20001 -               Order by August 1 and Savel

•I-t=*zEI •%'5•Ei,·1Retall'rice,ft"Au'ust':$29·95'$"osi,pi·g    .Pre-publication price: $24.95+$4.50Shipping

Virginia Residents Add 4.5% Sales Tax

Plusl OUR ••    ---"•;'• 'A#Color... A#Spectacu/arl
15 full color (and never before published) photos in

2001 CALENDAR i 7.=4',•'ii *,.f•: a full page formht, making each photo suitable

IS IN AND READY 1  '-1 --f-•j,ii    _       I • 4 1     ,-      importmtdifes inN&wandvGNbistory.
)     ·                     ·                                     for framing. Date blocks throughout mark

FOR SHIPMENT! .C :-,---  -".25=»,G'ti·« ».,--   2 1Jus•  $9 95 31.:0 ea. add 1 cakidir.
Plus 52.00 Shipping 1st calendar,•

VA Residents Add 4.5% S. Tax
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Ready Sept 2000 Pre pub $Rd s/11 reg after Sept  $49 95
See Your Favonte Book Seller Todav or Order Direct BNSF 189 or.1926 Motive Power Annual                  :  495

P 0 Box 1734   -  La Mirada, CA 90637
Visa or Master Card Orders Fax: 714-521-5664

or order by e-mail to: Jshine4449@aol.com

5 495
ConiemoonTBookNgw

BNSF 182/or 1998/1999 Mot ve Power Annua 5 95
Poo Power West (A# Coor)                       4 95
Southern Pacific in Transition (95% color) ..........1 995
Union Pacific 1827 or 1998/1999 Motive Power Annual   .4 9.95

BNSF & UP 1997 & 1998/99 MPA's are 95% Color

Fallen Flags Remembered

proprietary attachment.
All I.wanted to. do with my life at

that point was· work for.the M&StL,
- but I soured on that when: President

Lucien Sprague was unseated by Ben

Heineman in 1954. Then I became oth-

erwise distracted-girls, cars, athletics,

and'thoughts of college being among

th6 impediments to clear vision.

Sprague had been appointed ·as re-

ceiver· of the bankrupt M&StL in the

mid-1930's; and he saved the railroad.

In those Depression years; M&StL had

become a woebegone property, ridi-
culed· as,the.."Midnight & Still Later"

or the   "Maimed . &   Still Limping."

Sprague sent' a shot of adrenaline into

the property. He ordered derelict and

obsolete I. equipment, scrapped,.  · and

used the proceeds to lease new or used

equipment. and"spruce' up and mod-

ernize elderly locomotives.
His timing was • propiti6us.  M&StL

shuddered and took, on new • spirit.

Rains returned, to chase away tlie "dust

bowl," national economic recovery was

near, and·record-breaking demand for

transportation. during World War' II

was just arouhd the·cotner.· M&StL

dodged the bullet and was finally. reor-

ganized during the early 1940's.

Sprague continued to .improve the

property, pouring money into track
ind structure,   especially.on 'the 488-....  :       ...:.*'*.....,�036.-2 .j  ....8*0£4#.1 :   •-, id•FR««4
mile trunk to Peoria. More improve-

ments were made to the newer steam

power, the 2-8-2's especially, plus afew

2-8-0's and No. 502, the sole surviving

4-612 and Sprague's favorite'engine.

Depots' saw paint for the first time in

ages.  Sprague promised that. M&StL
now stood for Modern  & Stream-

lined." The company had a serious flir-
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-
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Numbered.for their delivery months, SD7.952'and

RS1 446 pose in Peoria in 1955. The RS1's wore

nine schemes,· but the two SD7's were identical.
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1 Tieket To Ride The Narrow Gauge
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A Chronological IIistorv of Ijenver & Rio Graiicle Westety, Narrow Gauge

Passenger '1'rains and 7'lieir Eqllipment 1871 - 1981 by Herberi.Dalineiiidii

COLORADO RAIL ANNUAL NO. 24

Year-by-year rosters untangle tile c(implex geliealogy (lf citr 'rel,1111(ling mici renuitilier-
iii:.  Scliedule .itid equiptiient assigninevits. Inclutles 11&116, RGW, 11GS, F&('.C :iticl
Silvericin'sliort lities.  A Ili.fillitive reference.  Locoinotive rcisters,  a list (if t|illilig :ta-
lions, tinietables, correspoii(leme, aclverliseitieiits atici (illier tidbits of liarrow gauge
history..272 liages, over 300 i,liolographs aiid illustrationsi 1,ililiography.

$49.95
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ROBERT F. COLLINS

Spiffy M&StL Mikado 626 parallels the CB&Q main

line as it nears Monmouth, 111., from the east.

tation with new 2-6-6-4's, but instead

bought a few diesel switchers. In 1944,

it began an aggressive acquisition of

Alco RS1's-35 of them, painted in

nine different color schemes.  In 1945

came two 3-unit EMD FT's to whisk

daily time freights 19 and 20 between

Minneapolis and Peoria on schedules

calculated to save the road a day's per early EMDs and ALCOs.  Dynamite winter views in Akron,

diem (car rental) charges.

M&StIJ "time in the sun" was brief,

though. Under Sprague, the railroad

had been revitalized and improved. It

was fully dieselized in 1950.  Its repu-

tation was solid, it paid dividends, and

it had no bonded indebtedness. But in

the postwar environment, competition THREE EM-1 s on the point of a coal drag!
for the transportation dollar was more

intense than ever, and the market

share for American railroads was dete-

riorating. M&StL was not immune,

and soon Heineman raided it.

Thus M&StL during the last half of Montreal, Ottawa, Pacific Electric - grand sampling of

the 1950's was not quite the road it had

been in my for'mative years. RDC's put

in a brief and abortive appearance be-

fore all passenger service ended. Red

and white replaced green and yellow

and all those RS1 schemes on the die-

sels,  and the· new management even

had the audacity to renumber the loco-

motives in a logic that was foreign to

M&StLs almost-unique habit of month for more Vintage selections
and year of delivery.

Nevertheless, the road's ample sta-

ble of burbly-gurgly Alcos still toted

tonnage up and town the railroad.

Trains 19 and 20 still expedited impres-

sive lading on the main line. Telegraph

instruments continued to chatter in

small-town depots. And there re-

mained an abundance of now-graying

men (and a few women) able and will-

RAIL PLAQUE
HANDCRAFTED RAILROAD HERALDS

An exciting new development from
Rail Plague. Every subtle chisel stroke is
captured, as each plague is individually
cast of high-quality polyurethane and
is hand-finished using Rail Plague's
specially prepared paints and inks.

Complete with sturdy mounting bracket.
- OVER 90 TO CHOOSE FROM -

STARTING AT $1995 EACH

*W»1@,SI -,fa FREE BROCHURE UPON REQUEST
twawai            (708) 386-4350

9,10,4 OAKPARK, IL 60304
1022 WESLEY

0. Winston Link's

9/OR aNT.Em@ @NEFT
SOUNDS OF STEAM RAILROADING VOL. 2  -

A classic has returned! In 1958,0, Winston
link's 7he Fading Giant" earned a repula-
lion as one of tile finest steam recordings
ever made.  Afler months of painstaking
work, this newly remastered collection of
legendary recordings is now available on
compact disc. Join us for sounds from the
twilight of the steam era, from trackslde
and behind I tile tender,I on mixed freights
and mainline trains. For nearly one.hour,

-'   -'--/EI     -•I''-'-youil delight in
EE,6 d'dii 2163· 66AME.

:·' ··t-. 3: ji'.37.,Z....1...::.. r.i *.:1 the sounds -. of
..=  .3  :4..        ·:   :.'| classic ' Norfolk

...;7<*3.' ..::ijand western
.:.' "    �042'7  ' i ....f·.B•steam. CDonly.
·:'··':·�042.  ·' -•• '  ·"<·•..'5• $20.OOperdisc

-  i fi'- -f.• Includes S&H to

·"   ·41*                 .-:=46•US addresses.
:*'               M             ..         :-9
...       Aft,-,«.,fS :40.:j

Also available:
'Trains that Passed in the Night", 58-minute
video documentary featuring Link's great
night photography of the Norfolk & Western.
$44.95 Includes S&H

0. Winston Link Railway Productions
4920 Buckhorn Road, SW

Roanoke VA 24014

GET ON BOARD
REVELATION'S VINTAGE SERIES:

--   -  ···   ,        New York Central:  "BACK TO THE ROAD

TO THE FUTURE" 70 Minutes.  Hudsons at

Kankakee, P-Motors in New Yotk City, Diesel variety at
Collinwood,  Berea, many locations.   Best of 1950s to

mid-603!!

Century and a Half at Horseshoe: PRR

Through the Decades on THE CURVB !    80 minutes

exploring an American landmam of railway engineering.
Film from 1914, and through the years to centuty's end.

REVELAnON Audio-Visuals 1
-  · «- 44 ...   LATE, GREAT NICKEL

PLATE:  50 minutes.
The LATE, GREAT

Fast freight behind steam,

NicK#L Buffalo to Chicago.

WATE Berkshlres kick up the
• IMs.6.     r·,- -   #     snow in New York State,

. Ohio and Indiana - film by
*    .    . $1   '     1--

three photographers.
Several other steam types...<*I. 1,1,1-1.1 . along with PAs and a few
other diesels.L   -  ,•  '   · ..'1*

BALTIMORE & OHIO in TRANSITION:

STEAM & DIESEL IN EASTERN OHIO

68 minutes,    1955 to 1958 action shows EM-1 s  (2-8-
8-4) and Mikes, Pacmcs, Mountains & more, along with

Kent, Wamick, etc.

BALIIMORE & OHIO - LAKE LINE:

STEAM & DIESELACTION ON THE

GRADE! !   60 minutes.  Also plenty of mainline varieN

at Lordstown, Warren, plus Willard Yard teamrng with
STEAMI!  On the Lake Sub., see the only known film of

North American TROLLEY TREASURES:
Two dozen examples from tile 405 - 604 !

77 minutes.  West Penn, Aftoona, Indiana Electric.
Pittsburgh, Iowa Terminal.  CA&E, Detroit, Quebec Ry,

interurban and streeter systems.

-  .t'.--'.'-'. ../*1-.---'-1
ALL TAPES ABOVE     ,   ·Aar-

AUKYANDAIIALFAT
ARE $24 EACH -     1 4

OR ANY 3 FOR          ',        10    ·    e

JUST $59 - POST         #fows.foe
eyes

PAID
4,

Please request our CATALOG j• 6

along with Contemporaty.          2•{%9': '.:.·Cr'•b'    -
Ra level (,SA' Can,da'       e>«fi 4*•
Foreign), and RAILROAD       &*46.*   ,..4... V
VIDEO QUARTERLY, our      **•..J•••-t i      ,      _.1
contributor-based series. 11----

Send check to:
REVELATION VIDEO - BOX 129

TALLMADGE, OH 44278 (OH residents add

sales tax).  Vsa/MC orders call (330) 630-9817.

Remember, there is NO POSTAGE CHARGEI
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Trackside

PRINTS & HOBBIES

TRACKSIDE PRINTS & HOBBIES

BEST PLACE FOR QUALITY PRINTS
& NEW BRASS

www.tracksideprints.com

or send $2.00 for 50 page catalog

Trackside Prints & Hobbies

RO. Box 690503 �042 Houston, TX 77269-0503

Over 600 prints pictured on our Web Catalogl



Follen Flogs Remembered

ing to share recollections of commuter

service to Minnetonka, annual wheat
6 rushes.  and  <livestock • extras on the

"west. end" in South·,Dakota, bucking

0 snow on the Belmond branch, wartime
'       troop trains, unforgettable-personali-

ties, and endless humorous.incidents.

Ton-miles on M&StL had peaked in

1947, and then grAdually tilted down.

In the comitig'era of merged railroads;

there was no hope for a medium-size
one like the Minneapolis & St. Louis,

and the end came quickly in 1960

when its assets were acquired by Chi-
cago & North Western, effective No-

vember 1. In retrospect, one can only

marvel that M&StL lasted as long as it

did. Perhaps surprisingly, though, over

400 route-miles of the. old "Louie"-

more than one-fourth of its final mile-

age of just under 1400-exist today.

Most lines are part of Union Pacific's

network of former C&NW Iowa grain

routes, but BNSF, DM&E, and several

short lines have other pieces.

Before 1960,  or shortly thereafter,  I

managed to ride overmost of M&StL's

lines, and ultimately visited every one

of its stations and facilities. Iwas pick-

ing about for bits and pieces of history

and,lore, and in.the process I met a

marvelous cadre· of people who; like

the old road itself, live on in delightful

memory. M&StL is still "my" railroad.

Long live the "Tootin' Louie!" ·H

DON HOFSOMMER is a professor of

histog at St. Cloud (Minn.) Smte Uni-

versie,  a leader of the Lexington Group

in Transportation History, and an

accomplished author.

NiBEStLfilt-file

(comparative figures are for 1929 and 1959)

Route-miles: 1628; 1391

Locomotives: 218; 74

Passenger cars: 122; 10

Freight cars: 6581; 4178

Headquarters city: Minneapolis, Minn.
Special interest group: Chicago & North

Western Historical Society, P.O. Box 1270,

Sheboygan, WI 530824270

Source: The Historical Guide to North

American Railroads (Kalmbach, 1999). For

more on the M&StL, ViSit CLASSIC TRAINS On-

line at www.classictrainsmag.com.
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YOU love the sound of early geeps notching up to     '

Run 8...
YOU are there as the Blue Streak Merchandise  .

sptints through the night..
YOU have the vestibllie right behind 4-84 #2101 as

she acceletates to 55 mph....
. YOU are deadheading in the cab of working SD20's...

YOU NEEDTHIS NEW CD

FAST TRAINS ROLUNGE

Classic Trains Special:'Just $13.00 plus  $2.00 sah to: ·
Pappy's Productions ·  • • -•1 1' ·'

RO. Box 5063 �042 Hopkins, MN 55343-1063


