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Fallen Flags Remembered

3• Take a ride on the Reading

VEN THOUGH the Reading Compa- of the famous "Alphabet Route" from1
5 g ny's railroad disappeared into Con- Chicago to New York and New Eng-

1 N rail 24 years ago, it is still possible land. Other carriers associated with

60to "take a ride on the Reading." this route were Nickel Plate, Wheeling

This can be done when playing the & Lake Erie, Pittsburgh & West Vir-

board game Monopoly, or (more liter- ginia, Central of New Jersey, Lehigh &

ally) by boarding a SEPTA commuter Hudson River, and New Haven.

train in the Philadelphia area. Today, In the late 1880's, the Reading ac-
"the Reading (pronounced "Redding, quired the North Pennsylvania and the

The Philadelphia & Read- •A•A•' regions gave the Reading ac-

opened in 1842 from connection with the

Schuylkill River through Read- �442• tually the Reading reached

or merging with nearly 100 smaller fic. (In a high-profile example of this

access to Harrisburg, and the Phil- Delaware Riven allowing the road to

adelphia, Harrisburg & Pittsburgh, reach southern New Jersey seashore

which extended its reach west to Ship- resorts via the Atlantic City Railroad.
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LIMITED EDITION
1910 Official Guide'of the Railways

Acomprehensive look at US and
Canadian railroads before consolidation.

The January 1910

Official Guide reprint[}•t»14shows timetables,
maps, and much more.40*9#MY:•7
An absolute must for3fa#rjavi
historians and railroad
enthusiasts.%#Ae.*
1,504 pgs on acid-free
paper, perfect bound.�036724�254/•lailer

LIMITED EDITION PRICE: $79.95 + $5 S&H.
Order today!! Send check or M/0 to:

Hilton Publications, Dept C50-10, PMB 235,
675 VFW Parkway, Boston, MA 02467

TH. 1

..-..

..EA. HAVIOATIgN .1NES
/ UN,&.:4-::TA'*Cs \



By Dole W Woodland

mington & Northern, which gave the

road access to Wilmington, Del. In

1923, the P&R merged the companies

it acquired into the Reading Company

and divested itself of the Philadelphia

& Reading Coal & Iron Company fol-

lowing a government antitrust suit. In

1933, the Reading and the Pennsylva-

nia Railroad consolidated their South : ... 1145:
Jersey operations into the Pennsylva-

nia-Reading Seashore Lines (PRSL).
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S. BOTSKO

A 2-8-0 of "America's Largest Anthracite Carrier"

switches hopper cars at a St. Claire (Pa.) mine.

After World War II, the Reading was

affected by several factors which would

lead to its demise. The biggest was the

decline of anthracite traffic, which

went from 16 million tons in 1945 to

just under 2 million in 1975. The com-

pletion of the St. Lawrence Seaway in

1957 diverted grain traffic bound for

Atlantic Coast ports. The expansion of

the Interstate highway system, the

Penn Central merger of 1968, the de-

mise of interchange partner CNJ in

1971, and the sale of Reading's stock

by parent Chessie System led to bank-

ruptcy in 1971. The biggest blow was

the PC merger, because it removed

much of the bridge traffic with NYC

and New Haven, traffic the Reading

desperately needed to make up for the

loss of coal business.

On April 1, 1976, most of the Read-

ing's railroad assets were transferred

to Conrail. With Amtrak charging high

freight user fees on its former PC lines,

Conrail shifted much of its New Jersey

and southeastern Pennsylvania freight

traffic to former Reading lines. SEPTA

continued to operate the former Read-

ing commuter routes, which Reading

electrified in 1931. During the Conrail

era, some 22 short lines operated por-

tions of former RDG branches, but

FULL COLOR LATHOGRAPHS

by ART OLDS

Plus Other R.R.'s & Subjects

For Black and White Order Sheet Send; Size 10 Self-Addressed
Stamped Envelope. For Color Sample, Include $1.00 (Refundable).

To: Edgar W. Kruckeberg, 2200 Huntington Avenue
Sarasota. Florida 34232-3528 Phone & Fax: 1-941-922-9140

$29 95 Plus $4 00 Shipping

CDN Orders 7% GST Ont Res 8% PST

VISA · Order Toll Free 1.800·613·3792

RAIL INNOVATIONS

RO. Box 225 Schombera. Ontario Canada. LOG 1TO

VISIT OUR WEB SITE: WWW.RAILINNOVATIONS.COM
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Catenary Video Productions
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Run 8...
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JOHN BRIGGS

Shiny new FP7's stand at Reading Terminal with

the Crusader; at right, an electric M.U. looks on.

major yard and terminal facilities such

near Harrisburg, and the Reading (Pa.)

shops were downgraded. The famous

Reading Terminal in Philadelphia sur-

vived inside the Pennsylvania Conven-

tion Center along with the venerable

farmers market at street level.

The Reading was notable for many

things. It was the first to use the "Stop,

Look & Listen" crossbucks at road

crossings. Since it served a large Penn-

sylvania Dutch (German) population,

its passenger-train conductors were fa-

mous for being bi-lingual. In the mid-

dle of the 20th century, RDG boasted

that its Port Richmond on the Dela-

ware River in Philadelphia was the

largest privately owned tidewater port

on the East Coast. The stainless-steel

Crusader of 1937, the first streamlined

passenger train in the East, featured

an observation car at each end to pre-

clude turning at its terminals of Phila-

delphia and Jersey City. After the

steam era, the "Iron Horse Ramble"

, excursions, pulled by T-1 4-8-4's built

in the road's own shops in 1945-48,

made the Reading well known all over

the U.S. In the mid-1960's, RDG intro-

duced its innovative "Bee Line Ser-

vice." A shipper could order a train of

up to 20 cars to operate from point to

point with one crew. This fast service,

blurbed on some of the Reading's yel-

low-and-green high-horsepower die-

sels, was designed to compete with

trucks for short-haul traffic.

Reading's locomotives were unique

in both the steam and diesel eras. The

Camelback and conventional end-cab

steam locomotives had wide Wootten

fireboxes, above-center headlights, and

.......... . «.3
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' The Rocky Mountain Railroad Club opens their

archives to showyou the work, of. Otto Perry, noted

rail photographer of ihe Rodg· Mountain region.

Enjoy long gone Santa Fe pist,16,cr trains pulled by

mighty steam locomotives and classic diesel t)·pcs ,

0. Winston Link's induding an EM-1, FTs, Fjs, FGs, & PA-25. All of

TRM.BA•GIE@ 911&•19 these diesels are in Warbonnct colors. The Super
Chi:f, 111. Chief, die El Capitao. th: Swi,t, ihe Grand "•

, SOUNDS OF STEAM RAIL:(OADING VOL 2
Can>urs and the Centenni•l Statc trains are featured.

A classic has returnedl In 1958,0. Winston
Giant wartitne 2-8-8-2, st:,im Ic,imotives are .seen in

link's -The Fading Gianr earned a reputa-
lion as one of the finest steam recordings rare scenes on Raton Pass..1'herc's also plenty of

ever made. After months of painstaking dmic S:tnt:t Festcam and diesel locomotives powcring

work this newly remastered collection of freight trains to watch and enj6)·.

legendary recordings is now available on
compact disc. Join us for sounds from the ROCKY SINTAIN
twilight of the steam era, from trackside
and behind the tender, on mixed freights 21,4J•.1:5., • =e.>f;•«d.:
and.mainline trains. For neady one hour, Al#.,ji, 4.•,Sij;i.Wt,wy .RAILRg•LUB

- Ei•33#3,6 �254ilikit#/9yuu'll delight in /Al"A \
... : 9 -. the sounds .of

classic Norfolk. •/ 7795 - 07/ i] :lerial•&18%it'@ST@ 1

and WesternU:, 2 : : '.. Visit otir wel,site itt:
steam. CD only. wiuw.inoirideo.com

$20.00 per disc C.difornia re,idents add 8.25% for sales w.
l•or 1 to 4 tapeS add 56.00 for,hipping and handling.

Includes S&H to 14,·e shipping with the purchase of 5 or more tapes.
US addresses. Check or Money Order

Mar.Cird· VISA and Amerise Express mIcemed.

Also available:
Trains that Passed In the Night'", 58-minute

video documentary featuring Link's great P.ost Office Box 2288, Glendora, CA 91740
night photography of the Norfolk & Western.
$44.95 includes S&H Atosi titles amili,ble in PALvideofon,w:front:

0. Winston Link Railway Producllons *71
4920 Buckhorn Road, SW

0/;11.4 , I .

Roanoke VA 24014 Steam Pew, 1-,4 Video
14,0-: 01 1 0441227 752525 or.:be.SPV website
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ORIGINAL STEAM ETCHINGS
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arched cab windows, giving them a

distinctive look. In 1948, the Reading 11. -..«3.... ,- - 5.0•111• .
built the last Pacifics in the U.S. In the

diesel era, Reading's roster boasted a 1 #44•hz-- - . ...1 1 PAPER
great variety with box-cabs, road- ' ,•i -----.. \.,-__ •••- - --- -· ...-•----- . CALL FOR COLOR BROCHURE
switchers, and cab units, represented

by all five major builders. Reading had

the first GP30's and the only SD45's

with built-out windshields for dual

controls. What really set most of Read-

ing diesels apart was the inverted V-

shaped drip strip above the cab win-

dows, a feature not found on any other

U.S. railroad except stepchild PRSL.

My association with the Reading

began in 1945, when I was age 3 and

my grandfather would take me on rides

behind Pacifics from Norristown into

Philadelphia. I still recall the seeming-

ly gigantic size of the locomotive as it

rolled into the DeKalb Street Station.

The ride ended at the huge Reading

Terminal trainshed, with its unique

sights. sounds, and smells. Later, my

parents would drive me to the round-

house at Bridgeport and the classifica-

tion yard at nearby Abrams, Friendly

crews at Abrams provided rides in

dark-green Alco RS3's switching the

flat yard. A ride from Gordon to Lo-

cust Summit, Pa., in the cab of newly

delivered FM Train Master 803, as it

C630 5308 and GP30 5513, presewed by the

RCT&HS, pose at Reading Shops in June 1987.

pushed a coal train upgrade, cemented

my fascination with Reading diesels.

A mid-1960's move to Lansdale, Pa.,

exposed me to the Reading's Bethle-

hem Branch. Our apartment was just

50 feet from the tracks, providing an

up-close view. I saw brand-new six-axle

power from Alco, GE, and EMD on the

heavy iron-ore trains between Port

Richmond and the steel mills at Beth-

RAYIVIOND LOEVVY
TWa ORIGINAL PRINTS, SIGNED AND NUMBERED BY THE RENOWNED INDUSTRIAL DESIGNER

C S-1 Locomotive 18 x 29
T-1 Locomotive 21 x 28

EDITIONS OF 300 PRINTSI.
PULLED IN 1978

t .. . .. ,--.- E.'. ..S 1.0 .. ..5:. a •
/5 -.-1--'7'··· -.· ·

·1 T
2\.- -,=r--1----% .. 23. 1 REDISCOVERED

; 1-1 locomotive litlicgral:•81 415.864.1089

Announcing... A Brand New Release

from the N&W Historical Society!

By Mason T Cooper

" NORFOLK & WESTERN ELECTRICS
...the complete story of one of the most fascinating
chapters in N&W history: electrification! Author
Mason Y. Cooper details every facet of the story...
the problems that demanded another way to move
the coal, and why the railroad turned to electrics to
solve them. Includes 96 B&W photos and 136 pages
of N&W electrics in action, and dozens of diagrams
detailing the mechanical methods and construction
of the entire plant. A special Epilogue details what it
would have been like for an engineer of the electric
locomotives in the coal fields. It's a story never
before told in such depth... it's a book vou must havei

Order by August 1 and Save!
Pre-publication price: $24.95 + $4.50 S&H

Retail Price after August 1: $29.95 + $4.505&H
Virginia Residents Add 4.5% Sales Tax

". 11. '.., ...

'... ,. ./'. .. the Web!Visit us on

11-EFI N&w Historical Society �042Dept. CT WWW.ORDERS ACCEPTED 24 HOURS A DAY by PHONE or FAX
1 Imail | 2328 Orange Ave., NE nwhs.orgVISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER Accepted

i to: I Roanoke, VA 24012Phone: (540) 342-0575 �042Fax: (540) 342-0972
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ThePERFECT GIFT!
...probably the

Greatest
rail book ever

published" Ead H. Bailey.
Out of print for President, Union Pacific Railroad. 19661971
over ten years, "...aMonumentalwork!"
this huge "coffee- Michael Walsh President and CEO,
table" size book is 2 '••..0_51 ' ' Union Pacific Railroad.retired

available again on a 1 .: · ... St·»a:/6
08 "Impressive..,a valuable

very limited basis. 1 4- . contribution to the»ep
western rail scene.

SECOND PRINTING National Railway Bulletin

with many new
"...sets new standards

digitally enhanced ..' i,
for the industry."

images and up-dated Mainline Modeler
text. ORDER DIRECT

"...Union Pacificor visit your favorite
admirers won't rest until they have a copy."

book store or hobby shop. Trains Magazine

$175.QQ "IfCecil B. DeMille had chosen to present his epic motion picture'Union Pacific'
in book form, it no doubt would have looked like this....the impdct of the writ-plus $8.m shipping and

handling ( USA}*; shipping ing alone is worth its weight in gold spikes." Railfan & Railroad Magazine
weight 10 lbs.

400 fact filled, folio-size (11"x16") pages, with 597 beautifully
VISA and MasterCard reproduced duotone images. Hardbound with 14 karat gold-foil
accepted. embossed cloth cover. A one-of-a-kind collector's "dream" book.

EXPRESS PRESS LIMITED
Post Office Box 1133, Carmel Valley, California 93924-1133

Tel: (831) 659·8747; Fax: (831) 659·0785; Web site: www.expresspressltd.com
*California residents add 71/4 9 sales tax. For shipment to Canada or overseas, call or write for available rates.
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•- SCHRADER'S 2000
• ,Railroad Gift Catalog

Catalog. You are sure to find enjoyinent while you
browse through the large formatted 48 pages. all in
color,-featuring over 850 top quality Ams. Designed
for you, the collector, modeler, and hobbiest. Our
unique items'are perfect for your home or office.

I'lease send S200 for a catalog to:

Schrader Enterprises, Inc.

230 South Abbe Rd. Dept. CT
Fairview, Michigan 48621
www.railroadcatalog.com
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• --:,ix.:',,'.•,,,,•'h DEPARTURE AT DEARBORN The chichgo and Eastern Illinois was a • Today, Norfolk Southern operates
1 •·',········�042.- . ..6...... :3 <03>...:5,11 L �036.1.,, spry little railroad thatran to southern connechons at Evansvil;e, Indiana and to , former Reading lines linking Philadel-
; ·1'..A': i,1,-�036-G':3:·:·:·:·lik�036ri•:,:•··· the southwest near St. Louis. • In conjunctioft with tte Louisville and Nashvil!e
•==»·e.e-i.:•-----8-Railroad, itpperated through passenger service to the South - both Atlanta and
..•.i•i,J••*i*:I• New Orleans.':On a hotsummeraftemoon in 1963 three C&El passenger units

,--, itif44-44,• are at Dearborn Street Station, Chicago, on the'headend of the combined
%iff--3--4.,=1 "Hummingbird - Georgian' passenger train for a 3:45 pm departure which split
i�042-9-.,·re:;Plilat, Evansville 6n the L&N - on a section operating on an 8:55 am arrival at - of the remaining Philadelphia-area

- Atlanta (The Georgian), and the otherion a. 3:40 Pm airival in New Odeans ghe
1-1,1 Hummingbird). Leaving Chicago, the train carried through sleeping cars and coaches to both

4 ' cities as well as lounge and dining car Service. The "old" Standard Oil Building is in the back-
E-k • - ground of this photo taken from RoOSev'elt Road. (8&W) .

STREAMLINER SOLSTICE Union Pacific operated elegant high quality : coal region lines of the Reading &
passenger service between Chicago and western cities in what was appropri-
ately named their "Western Cities" fleet L with trains iuch-as the City of Denver.
City of Los Angeles. City of Portland and City of San Francisco leading the f;eot. .//I
of daily service. The flagship of them all was the rity of LOS • Angeles". with : Much Reading equipment has been9/..:'•--::I: '•,,...•"'r,n't•ki:.»i.
dome dining, lounge and coach s:rvice, elegant sleeping cars With 3 special
"Redwood" lounge for sleeping'car passengers and elegant clean passengerk',ilip:f.,' 3 'i...»5:%'m.ul
equipment Ona coldwinterday in 1962, train #104, the eastbound City of LA,r-33 _: -7 -CL--7•2:•3t
is about 4 hours away fmm its noon Chicago alival as its tive locomotives bring

its 21 cars into Marion, Iowa for a 4-minute station stop.'.The trains operated in later years
over me M Iwaukee Road between Omaha and Chicago and ran the 488 miles in 7 hours, 50 .
m nutes wthrive - scheduled station stops of four (4) minutes each. ' The Milwaukee across ·'
Iowa snow almost all torn up and retegated to farmlands or highways, and, the "CITIES" fleet

ke Irost other private passengcr operations. ended in 1971 with the advent of Amtrak -
but UP n keeping alive its heritage. maintains a fleet of passenger cars from this era for lacky
guests who may be invited to ride. (Color) ..

THEWATER LEVEL'ROUTE.YOU CAN SLEEP miswasthemotto . 1ly. He is the editor of the "Keysto,ier
of the Ne#York Central advertising its Chicago to New York frequent daily pas-Ililiffet. 211:Vell. ,mi
senger service. NYC's flagship, with a late afternoon departure and early mom-
ing arrival in New York and Chicago, complete with barbershop, personal secre-' al..:1"il#*tw .
tary'. and valet service, on board telefhones, and showcring fac:lities. Runr,:ng
as an all sleeping car train until its later years, was Wc ·'2OTH CENTURY LIMIT-
ED",.'A.�04220thCentury red . carpet" greeted travelers at each terminal as they
boarded the train.. Here, on a fresh spring afternoon in 1962, me eastbound -
'Century; #26, boards passengers for its fleeting overnight journey to the Big ·

' r•- • Appla. Fine New York Central steaks and libations await these lucky passengers. (8&VII) .

A -1-
j MONON MEMORIES The' last remaining passenger train operated by

' .·,•••• · •·.,6-*•••7 j:�036*.slitoanuf•ar•h•n•yo•anyB••r••ae•••,v'i••'Z't•11:•oll,t: 2'•:nachs,• _.,-

KIN'41-3''.1.,L•*-••ivilill- hour out of Chicago at St John, Indianaonthiswarm summer 1963 afternoon.•(8&Vt)

-il"........I- . --- ...•:...'=. ..

MILLENNIUM MEMORIES We're aboutto share some classic rall photos in b'ack and
white or color, 16 x 20 limited· print runs- all signed and numbered by the photographer. Buy
the entire collection, or just your favorites, and keep the memories of the fallen flags and pas-
senger trains alive!0-

Reserve your limited edition print now by sending a check t6:
Gohmann and Associates, Inc. �04214047 Petronella Drive,

Suite 201 �042Libertyville, IL 60048

C Cost is $16.95 per black and white poster, or $18.95 for color, plus $4.00 1 ; online at www.classictrainsmag.com,
» shipping and handling for one or more posters up to four (4). A package - . -•
- of all four, with shipping, is 565.00. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. -· · •

Fallen Flags Remembered

lehem. For a brief time, as each type of

locomotive was delivered, Reading

tested them in solid sets of three. The

Alco C630's and GE U30C's certainly

made an audible, if not esthetic im-

pression. With the onset of Conrail, I

began to track down former Reading

equipment with my camera, which

eventually led to my association with

the Reading Company Technical & His-

• roads Historical Society.

phia, Harrisburg, and Allentown, while

CSX runs the former Reading between

Philadelphia and Bound Brook. Most

lines are part of the Conrail Shared

Assets Operation, and many former

Reading branches are run by short

lines. The largest cluster of these is the

Northern Railroad, which has adopted

a Reading look for its locomotives.

preserved at the Railroad Museum of

Pennsylvania at Strasburg, and by the

RCT&HS at Leesport, Pa. M

DALE W. WOODLAND, of Souderton,

Pa., has hadnunierous photos mid arti-

cles in TRAINS Magazine, aiid has writ-

ten four books mi the Reading Conipa-
"

colunin in Railpace Newsmagazine.

---- RF•iling-Co.-fad-file

(comparative figures are for ·1929 and 1975)

Routeljiles: 1460; 1149 2

Locomotives: 988; 225

Passenger cars: 910: 176

Freight cars: 43,298; 12,213

Headquarters city: Philadelphia, Pa. 1

:Special interest groups: Anthracite Rail-

roads Historical 'Society, PO. Box 519, . 1
Lansdale, PA 19446-0519; arhs@railfan.net; •

Reading Company Technical & Historical :

Society, RO. Box 5143, Reading, PA 19612- ,

i 5143; www.readingrailroad.org
• Notable postwar passenger trains: Crusa-

der, Wa# Street (Philadelphia-Jersey City) ,

i Source: The Historical Guide to North
• . American Railroads ( Kalmbach, 1999). For •

, more on the Reading, ViSit CLASSIC TRAINS •

18 CLASSIC TRAINS I SUMMER 2000

.-

.-

-

(-1

0

-

'i I

0•. " " . • ... • ,

.32...�036..:-'.....:

*.<dr--* ->r: .....1.-t,= :.

0 -11 1

.i

.


