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27TH ANNUAL MOTIVE POWER SURVEY 

The power behind the point 
J.  DAV I D  I NGLES 

1 I N  the  o ff ice . o n  the top  floor 
o f  the  sq u a r i s h ,  ta n-sided , most

l y  glass o ffice b u i ld i n g. h ardly a head 
turn s as Am trak 's Silve r Star glides 
by acro ss the stret't to the  north .  
snak ing  i t s  way  beneat h Penn Ce n
t ra l 's cate n arv i n  search of RF& P i ro n  
b _ o ncl t h e  Po tomac  br idge . I n  a cou
ple of  m i n u tes .  the  1 8-car trai n wi l l  
be i n  V i rg i n i a .  bo und fo r Florid a 1'-J lf1 
hours a n d  750 m i l es away . 

Al though peo ple who wo rk at Am
trak  head q u arters can see two or 
three o r  the i r c h ru·ges pass bv each 
da _  . thev can  learn any  pert i n e n t· fact 
abo u t  the  tr a i n s  by phon e or paper 
record s or com pute r. T he lo o m o 
l i v e s ,  for i n stan ce . U p  on the  e i gh th  
lfoo r, o n  the so u t h  s i de  of the  b u i ld
ing  ( o ffi c i a l l y  ifs  t h  north b ui .ld 
i ng of  the  L 'E n fan t P i na co m ple x . bu t  
in  tlie lobby th'°" s ign re ad AMT RAK  
BUIL D I N G  al  tho ugh the  ra i l road or 
pora t i o n  o ccu pies on l v  3 1, 4 floors· 
worth o f th e to p four) . Davi d Goeh ri ng. 
M a n ager - Locornoti  es .  w i l l te l l  you  
that  the d i ese ls o n  tod a y 's S i foe r S t a r  
. ho u l d  be two SDP40F 's fro m the 
H i aleah poo l  ma i n ta i n ed by Seaboard 
Coast L i ne at i t s  M i am i -area fac i l i t y .  
The  pool cove rs a l l  F l o r i d a  trai n s  p l u s  
t h e  Ja m e s  Wh i tco m b  R iley a n d  the 
M o u. n t a i nee r [ ee map on page 27] .  
W hich two un i b  v.1ere o n  th0  Sta r to -

d ay? A L r i p  down to the f i f t h  l1oo r wil l  
an swer that .  ( You must  tak e  an de
vator . Bel l  Co m m u n i ca t ions .  i n vo l ved 
w i th th A po l lo s pace progra m .  oc· 
cu p i ed t he bu i l d i n g  before A mtrak : 
and  secur i ty  d i ctated that none mer
ge ncy access be by ce n tral - (oyer e l e
vators o n l v . ) Go i n to the w i ndowl ess 
Am trak O pera t i on Center i n  the i n 
n e r  ban k o f  o ff ices.  w here D a n n y  
Bae h r  o n  d uty a s  a Su pervisor o f  
Loco mo t i ve U t i l i za t i o n .  between 
phon e cal l s  fro m th e fi eld will  check 
b is  log sheets .  Car co ns is t  o n  the  
S la r '  Near by . i n  the  office o f  M a n ager 
of Co n si sts and Equ i pment  M orris 
Andrea en , is  a fi le of papers f:rom 
w h i ch he can a nswer that .  

Fo R a farfl ung  fi rm created from 
d u st o n  May  I ,  1 97 ] , Amt-rak has 
co me q u ite a way  on the mo t i ve-power 
scene in fo ur-pl u s  yea.r s .  I t  has pro 
gressed fro m own i n g  no t  a si ng le  lo
co mot i ve thro ug h i n termed i ate pe
riod s o f  own -a nd - lease ,  " spl i t  images 

. .

( A m trak n ame and n u m ber a ppl ied 
upo n the colo l 's o f  former owners ) .  
a n d  a l l - s i lver mi st  t o  a n e w  color  
scbe m o f  s i lver w i th bel t l i ke  red .  
w h i te and  b l u e  s t r i pes.  an d - more 
signifi cantly - a  t h ird ge neratio n o r  
d i e se l -el  'ctr i c � .  

Am trak i s  no t  a " rai lro ad "  in the 
trad i t iona l  sen se .  s i nce i t  does not 
1 ye l )  own any  trackage, bu t  the ICC 
con siders A m trak a Class ' I  rai lroad 

beca L1se Am trak is a c o m m o n  carr ier  
by rai l  gross i n g  more than 5 mi l l ion  
do l l ars per  year  in re ven ue. 

In terms of reve n u e ,  A m tra k  ran ked 
a s  the 1 9 th l argest rai lroad (. or J 8th 
l arges t  " system 

. .  
- see " Second  Sec·

l' ion' ·  in t h i s  i ssu e )  w j t h  59 m i l l i on
do l l ars i n  tbe  f i r s t  q uarter o f  1 975 . 
The  cen l ra l  charac teri s t i c  t hat se t s
Amtrak ( a n d  A u to ·Train ) apar t fro m
the  o thers· i s  tha t  i t s  map i s  s i m pl y
superi m po sed o ver cer t a i n  l i n es o f
con tract i n g  C l ass I 1:a i lr oad s. 

I n  ro u te -m i les Amtra k is c learl v 
No .  I w i t h  24. 000. bu t  the  sta t istic fo i 
com par i son pu rpo ses i s  mean i. ngles 
beca u se the passe n ger carrier has 
bra n ch- l ine d e n sity o n  al l  bu t  a few 
h u nd red cor r i dor m i les .  M ore to the 
po i n t .  A mtrak 's 397  locomo tives p u t 
i t  r i gh t i n  t here w i t h  4 552-mi le  Fri sco . 
S L S F .  w i t h  4 5 2  d i e se l s  and 63 . 5 m i l ·  
l ion in reven ue .  is  j ust above Amtrak
o n  bo t h  l i sts .

D uri ng A m trak · s  fi rst year. i t s
traj n s  for  the most  part were  jus t  co n 
t i n uations of w h at t h e  rai lro a d s  had
been run n i ng .  a lbe i t  w i th occasio n al 
m i xed - u p  qu i pmen t .  Mo tive power
was m u ch the same;  the  ve tera n E and
F u n i ts made red und ant  o n  ra i l ro ad s
ro sters w hen A m trak  w a s  cre ated 
were opera ted by the new co rpora t ion
o n  a l e a se basi s .  B v  1 972, however
Amtrak was beco n, j;,g a v i able opera
t ion and began the purch ase o f' pas
se n ger un i t s  fro m  the  ( t hen ) 1 3  co n-

S D P40P AND E9B H U STLE NORT H COAST HIAWATHA A C ROSS WtSCO NSlN 
i\tlo re than  a do z e n  types o r  models of m otive power  
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lTact ing carr.ier rai lro ad, : 26 2 d i ese l s  
for a n  average price o f  $ 25.000 and 
.'30 G G J elect r ics  fo r an average of 
twice that  fi.gure .  

Am trak d rew u p  a numberi ng svs" 
tem for its u n i ts [ pages 1 3- 1 .:J ,  Aug ust 
1 972 TRAJ N S J . Sel !'-po we red equip
men t - Roc·s and  TurboTra i n s - w a. 
given two-d i g i t  numbers . F u n i ts were 
put  i n  the 1 oo ·s ; E8 '  b g:1 n a t  200 ; and 
E9 's began at the next ava i l a bl e  ser \e s ,  
the 400's .  Metrol i ners rem ai ned i n  
t h e  800 se r i e s  they h ad occupied i n  
P e n n  Ce n tral 's  nu mber ing  schem , 
an d G G J ·s were assigned A m trak  900' 
O rig inal l y  A m trak was go ing to sim 
ply d ro p  the  ' · 4 • · f ro m  the  4900-seri es 
c ·s i t  acqu i red ,  bu t  later Am trak de
cided to put its 30 o w ned G G J  ·s in 
a sol i d  block ,  900 -929 . Penn Cent ra l  
i n  turn re num bered i t s  remai n ing 
c ·s in the  lo"v 4900 's  to 4 930-493 9 so 
no GG J would h a1/e the same l ast 
three d ig i ts ( see chart  o n  page 26 1 . 

In 1 972. E un i t s  began to a ppear 
w ith the now -fam i l i a r  s i l ver Am trak 
cheme . 11/f any of the d i e se l s  were re

pain led witho u t  benefi t of much  
mechan i cal work . tho ugh, and the 
effects of 25-year-o lcl l oco mot i ves 
began to be re fl ec ted i n  worsening  
·figu res o n  Am tra k's o n -t ime per
fo rmance sheets . Regarcl les of what
A m trak "s  fu t u re hel d .  t he  corporatio n
had to do so meth ing  i m m ed i ate ly
a bo u t  new power .  Tha t  · · some th ing, "
of course . was the SD P 4 0F .

Am t·rak ass u 1 ri e s · its 0 1 1 n mo tive-po we r ide n tity 

As A m trak p lan ned for n e w  u n i ts ,  
i t  a l so bega n to i mplemen t a program 
to o verha u l  a l l t h e  S(;'C'o ndhand d it ·  
sel s  i t  h ad bo ug h t .  A change i n  th i nk 
i n g  w a s  t o  c urta i l  th i s . ho wever. be
fore a l l  t he  uni t s  wei·e re bu i l t .  1 n
stead o f  re l y i. ng pr i m a r i l y  o n  o l d er 
bu t  re furbi shed • 's and  seco ndar i l y  
on brand - n ew po wer. A m trak h a s  
go ne to p laci n g  orders fo r addi tio n a l  
new d ie  e l  mod e ls  and  h a s  p h ased o u t  
a large n u m ber o f  i t s  o ld  cab u n i ts 
p lus v i r t u a l l y  a l l  i ts B u n i ts .  

The rebu i ld program . pegged at a 
h igh - five-fi gu res  cost pe r u n i t . e ve n
tua l l y  enco mpassed 50 d iese l s - 26 
E 9A·s .  5 E9B ·s .  and 1 9  E 8A 's . vV ork 
was per fo rmed at several locatio ns .  
but  the most  comprehe nsi e o ver 
h auls were done a t  \.V e st M i l waukee .
W i s. ( M i l waukee Road ) and A l toona ,  
P a. [ Pe n n  Ce n tra l ) . O ther shops t h at 
d i d  so m e  d e gree of o ve r hau l  were at 
J ack o o v i l l e .  Fla . ( SCL J ; P adu cah. 
K y . ( f l l i no i s  Ce n tral Gu lf ) :  \,\l est B u r
l i ng to n , l a .  ( B N ) :  Da l e  Stree t i n  
M i nneapo l i s  ( BN L  a n d  Genera l  E lec
tr ic  Apparat u s  Serv ice  S h ops i n  P i t t s
burg h .  C l e vel and , and ' h ie-ago . Le sser 
amo u nts  or work were pe r fo r med by 
B N  o n  F u n i t s  a t  L i v i ngsto n .  M on t . :  
b y  SC L a t  W aycro ss .  C a . , i n  1 97 J :  and 
by Morr i son-Kn ud se n  on former U P  
un i t s  a t  Bo i se .  I d a .  

A m trak mot ive-power offic i a l s  g i ve 
the  M i l wa ukee Road 's forces a high 
grade for the ir  to tal -re bu i ld  work . 

I n i t i al l y ,  the \Vest Mi lwaukee par
t i c ipaUon was  to co ver on l y  the  8 
E9A 's and 5 E9B ·s purchased b y  A m 
tra.k fro m t h e  M i l w a u kee Road , b u t  
ex-U n ion  Pac i fi c  E 9 ·s were added 
to the program t here u nti l  the  projec t 
was  conc luded l as t  spri n g . 

You can spo t  so m e  o f  the  l ater 
gra d ua te of the  Am trak rebu i ld  pro
gra m . by the way . by a tri ple-l e n s  
head l i g h t  mo u n ted i n  the  nose door .  
T h e  to p two w h i te l ense s  are  a l ter
na t i ng warn i n g  l i ghts. and  the  l o wer 
red lens i s  a u toma t i cal l y actu ated i n  
a n  emerge ncy-brak e appl i cat io n . A l l  
rebu i l l E " s  con tain two s te am gen 
erators. 

A1,I TRA1(s seco nd mo t ive - power era  
be1,1;an on June 22 ,  1 97 3 .  when three 
brand - n ew S D P 4 0 F  co wl units hau led 
the Supe r Chief  o u t  o f  C h i cago U n ion 
S tatio n . The u n i ts were a cu .l m i n a
t ion o f  Am trak ·s first b ig  s te p  i n  be
co m i ng m a ste r o f  i t s  own trai n opera
ti o n s .  I ro ni ca l l v . the Santa Fe - noted 
fo r prov i d i ng  Amtrak w i t h to p-q ua l i ty 
eq u i p me n t  and to p -no tch  opera t i on  
- was  t he  m and ato ry choi ce for in
s ta l l atio n of A m trak\ first new lo
co mol i vcs.  A m trak had be n leasmg
74 of San ta Fe 's ve nerable " war bon•
net" F'c . bu t the  t i red cab uni t s  were
ched u l ed for the  ra ilro acrs C l, 7 re 

bui ld program at C leburne.  T e x_
The SO P40F was E lectro - Mo t i ve ' s  

m swer to bi d s  req ues ted by Amtra k  
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SOP 60 1 IN C O N NECTICUT JN SEPTEMBER 1 974 ( LEFT) AND IN ST. LOUIS IN APRIL 1975 < RIGHT)
A m trah-watcliers will notice occasional sh ifts in locuniot i t'e u�si_qnnu.> ut�. 

for 40 3000 h p C-C's with enclosed 
engine rooms. EMD. it is said. desig
nated the model w i th the SDP40r 
mouthful so that the unit could be a 
"'modi ficat ion· ·  or an existing model 
( SDP40 )  rather than a "new" '  model 
( FP40) for purposes of pricing ( wh ich 
at the t ime was under Federal gov
ernment control 1 .  

The new un i ts were numbered in 
the next set·ies. beginn ing al  500. and 
three of the early ones ( 503-505 l 
were tested on Santa Fe freights in  
J une 1 973 prior to  accept<rnce by 
Amtrak. The first 30 ·went to the 
Santa Fe pool. and the n nal l O or the 
order went to Burl ington Northern 
to relieve old ex-Great Northern r·s 
on the Empire Bu ilder. After these 
.JO went into service in the summer 
of 1 973. A mtrak quickly fol lowed up 
with two more orders. for 40 and 70 
urn ts. o f  essential lv ident ical loco
moti\·es. These SDP·s. Nos. 5.JQ.6.J9. 
came in s-pring and summer of J 97 4 
and sollnded the first chime in the 
knel l  for Amtrak's E un i ts. 

The second and third orders of 
SDP.JoF·s ha\'e a few minor d iffer
ences from the first order. The most 
obvious is the beveled, prow less nose 
on the newer ones. changed to sim
ph fy sheet metal work . Steps and 
grabirons arc sl ightly mod i fied. ,rnd 
roof fans on the newer SDP"s are low
er to allow for passage on certain 
tight-clearance l i nes on SP and in the 
East. Except in w in ter. when a snow
plow to Sou thern Pacific specification 
must be attacht:d to SDP's operating 
on the San Frcmcisco Zephyr or Coast 
Slar/igli t .  and except for overhead 
clearance restrictions on Nos. :500-
539. al l  1 50 SD P 's  can be operated 011 

anv railroad . They have composite
tra-in control and radio capabi l i ties.
with a train-control system adaptable
to any of Lhe cab-signal or tra in -stop

24 DECEMBER 1 975 

systems on regular Amtrak l ines 
( found on AT&SF. ICC. PC. RF& P .  
and UP ) .  

The SDP40F's have become the 
stars of Amtrak's long-distance trains. 
As of Julv 1 975. the- 150 cowl un its 
were maintained i n  seven pools bv 
six rai lroads [ see chart on page 28] .  
Regular Amtrak-watchers who mind 
their locomotive numbers wil l  notice 
occas ional shi fts in assignment. re
rlecting the units ·  versat i l i ty . Amtrak 
al one ti me had thoughts of assigning 
SD P's to the Mo11trealer north of  New 
Haven and assigned Nos. 600 and 601 
there. That uUl izat ion d id not mate
rialize. so the two SDP"s held clown 
Shore L ine jobs between New Haven 
and Boston unti l  eady in 1 975. when 
they were reassigned to the Harris
burg pool ( st i l l  sporl ing windshield
guard screens applied at  New Haven ) _  
WhC'n the Mou 11taineer began service 
last March 25. 600 and 60 1 became 
part of a shuffle to stock that train  
from tht> H ialeah pool. 

The shuffle necessitated bv the in
auguration of the Mo11 11./.(ti 11e�r serves 
as a good example of the "checkers" 
game David Goehring and his asso
c iates occasionally must play. 1 The 
next major one was to be in October 
1 9 75 when the new Chicago-Boston 
train started . )  The Ja mes Wh itcomb 
Riley had been powered b)· Es ·s from 
the Cumberland ( M d . )  pool ( wi th pro
tection d iesel power held at Wash
i ngton Terminal ) .  and since it and 
the Mo11 11lai 11eer are combined west 
of Russell, Ky .. the !Wey's needs also 
had to be mel. So the H ialeah pool o f  
4 0  SDP40F"s was increased to 44 ( the 
new trains need 8 units, but the pool 
had some slack in it} by robbing 
Harrisburg of 598-60 l .  Also added to 
H ialeah were 630. a spare from the 
\Voodcrest pool, and 582. a former 
OC'nver-based SOP wh ich had been 

in a grade-crossing accident and had 
been repaired at Paducah . To balance 
the addi tion of this pair. 540 and 54 1 
were reassigned from H ialeah to the 
Havre ( Mont . ) pool main tained by BN. 

The infusion to Havre was neces
si tated bv the Nort/1 Coasl Hiawallrn·s 
going dai ly for the summer season on  
its M inneapol is-Seattle portion .  In  
addition to 540  and 54 1 . t he  Havre 
pool gained the 529 from Ilarstow and 
578-579 from Harrisburg. The reduc
tions  in thC' Hani sburg group were
made u p  by operating the National
L im ited with combinations of SDP
.JOF/ER im;tcad of a pair of the big
cowls

The Mi lwaukee Road pool at Chi
cago had had SDP"s 575-577 and four 
r,;gs-s in it to take care of the Norl/1 
Coa$l Hi on davs when thl? train ran 
only Ch icai.(o-iVi inneapolis .  W i th the 
change to da il)' Chicago-Seattle op· 
cration .  575-577 went in to the Havre 
pool ancl the E9  boosters were sent 
elsewhere ( 450. 47 1 ,  and 47Z to Har
ri sburg and 4 .5 ·1 to Barstow) 

The loss of an SDP40F from the 
Barstow group was made up by chang
ing the San Diegans· power from an 
SDP on each train to a pair of E 's. For
mer UP E9"s .J 1 6  and 4 1 7  were sw i tched 
from Cleburne to Barstow. where thev 
jo ined ex-M i lwaukee E9B 452. Cle· 
burne gained No, 433 ( fresh from re
bui lding al West Milwaukee ) and 429 
( from Cumberland .  freed bv the 
switch in Riley power ) .  

Cleburne also had to have units 
added when A mtrak began the Dallas 
conneelion to the Lone Star in .J u lv .  
so ex-UP ES's 325 and 326 were seiit 
l'rom Den\·er where thev had been 
surplus protect. ion for the Sar, Fran
cisco Zepl1 11r, 

D011 ·t look for e::·s bC'aring road 
numbers 325 and :3'.36 on the Texas 
tnti n s. however - the E8 ·s were r�-
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D o n "/  fo oh fo r  t h i s  n u m b e r  o n  A m  t rah ·s ros te r. 

n umbered to 4 3 7  and 438 by San ta  
Fe to  avoid con 0 ict w i th t h e  rai l ro ad -s 
own en gine series .  The un i t s  are the 
fi fth and si xth A m trak  locomo t i ves 
to be so n·eated by AT & S F . 0 thers 
were E S 's 276 and 344 , t emporar i l y  
ren umbered to 4 76 a n d  4 4 4  w hen 
based a t  Cleburne i n  1 974 . a J1d F 
boo ster 1 50 and 1 5 1 .  repai nted as 
398 and 399 when  they worked o n  
Sa n D iega n s  before the ir retirement .  
A mtrak ro sters do not ind i ca te  these  
S anta Fe chan g s . 

AMTRAK rel i e s  o n  more than a 
dozen  types or models  o f  mo t i ve pow
er . On J u ly I .  1 97 5 .  Am trak owned 
397 locomo ti ves: 367 d iese l -e lectrics 
( 1 86 E uni ts .  J 50 SD P 40F's .  and 3 J 
F uni t s ) and 30 GG l electri cs . A n  ad 
d i t iona l  55 d ie sel -e lectr ics were on 
o rder: 25 from C E  and 30 from E M O.
( A t  midye ar, t h e  n e w  E 60C P electr ics
rro m  G E  were st i l l  u ndergo i n g  te sts .
and none h ad bee n  acce p ted by Am

trak . )  I n  the q u a s i - loco mot i ve cat
egory was  sel f- powered equ i p men t :
24 R DC 's, .3 U n i ted A ircra ft T u rbo
Trains .  6 RTG T u rbo l i  ners. ancl 7 1
M e tro l i ners. A l  o . A m trak  o pera tes
the  H arr i sburg- Ph J l ade 1ph i a  local/
com m u ter serv i ce w i th PC/SE PTA
Si l verl i n er M . U . cars ancl lease s ad
cl i t io nal CG J 's as needed from PC as
wel l  as 5 FL9 's  ( 500 1 . 50 1 0. 50 \ .3 _
50 1 4 .  and 5029) to h andle the H ar
mon -Grand Centra l  Term inal leg .

The a l l -EMD/G E nature o f  A m trak 
d iesel lo co mot i ve i s  broken  by one  
swi tcher a n d  by De l aware & Hudson
owned A l co units used o n  the  Ad i ro n 
clach between Alban y a n d  Mon treal 
fo u r  PA J ·s rebui l t  to " P  A <l 's ' '  a t M or
r i so n-K nudse n ·s sho p  w i t h  New Y o rk 
S ta t e  fu n d s  for $ 264 .000 each . pl u s  
two back u p steam-e q u i pped RS3·s  
D&H acq u ( red in trade fro m Bo ton  
& Maine for a pa ir  o f  D&H fre i gh t  

Amtrak words in the  locomotive lexicon 

Diesel-e lectr ic 
S D P40F N os .  500-649 . B u i l l  by  EMO Cowled carbody u n r l  pat terned a f t e r  F P4 5 's bu r l !  

at  l h e  req uest of the  S a n t a  Fe  ,n  1 96 7  (and for lhe  M i l wa ukee R oad r n  1 968) M odel  
d es ig nation  of SDP4 0 F  d er ived from specs : C-C ( "S D " ) ,  stea m-gene ra l o r-e q u , pped [ two 
o f  them ,  pe r A mtrak prac 1 i ce for  a l l  d 1ese1-e lec t r rcs w 1 1 h  s lea m l  l " P" ) , 3000 h P 1 · 40 " 1 , 
w i th  f u l l -w idth cab ( " F ' " l  T hree orde rs tor  40 . 4 0 ,  and  70 d e l i vered 1n 1 9 73 a n d  1 974 
S D P 's , as  A m t rak  com mon l y' cal l s  t hem , hold down most lon g-d is t ance t ra ,ns  and  are  
noted tor  q u ie tness .  q u ick  s l a rts , a n d  horns  wi th  a d is t r n c l r ve and  p leas i n g  s o u nd 

P30 C H  Nos . 700·7 24 . B u i l l  by G E  F i r s t  d iese ls  bu r l t  fo r  A mtrak  w r l. h h ea d -end- power  
( H E P) tea t u re -l ha t  1 s , capa b , l ity to  p rov ide  t ra i n  l ig h t i n g ,  hea t i ng , and  a r r  cond 1 t 1o n 1ng  
w r th  power  d rnwn o f f  m a i n  c rankshaf t .  Cowl  un i t s . the P30 's had  G E  ancestors  on  S a n t a  
F e  ( s tea m-gen e ra 1 o r -equ 1 pped  U 30CG cowls) a n d  E rie  Lackaw a n n a  I H E P-e q u ,pp_

ed
U 36C H hoods)  Mode l  des ignat ion  o f  P30CH der ived f rom specs : passenger-serv ice  
( ' 'P " ) .  3000 h p  ( "30 '1 . C -C  ( " C ' ' ) , head-end e lec t r i c power [ '  H " ) . Sched u led  fo r  d e l i very  
in  1 9 7 5  and  fo r  ass1gnmen 1 hrs l  10 Boston-N ew H aven I ra i ns  a n d  then  to  F lo r i d a  l ra r ns 
ope ra ted over  Sea board Coast  L i ne , 

F-40 P H  T h i r t y  to be bu i l t  by E M O , w 1 l h  dehvery  s c h e d u l e d  fo r  1 9 76  J un io r  ve rs ions  of t h e  
S D P40F b u l  w r th  H E P  tea l u re t o r  u s e  with ne w Am f lee l M odel  des , g na t ,on  d er ived 
fro m specs fu l l -w id th  ca b ( "F ") , 3000 h p  ( '  40  ' ) , passenger serv ,ce  l " P" l ,  head-e nd 
power  ( " H " J N ot ev i d e n l  , n  d e s 1 g n a t 1 o n  , s  B · B  t r u c k  c o n fig u ra t ion  reques ted  by  A m t ra k  
f o r  shorl -hau l . h igh-speed se rv ice T h e  F40 's w i l l  su cceed some P30's  in  N e w  E n g l a n d  
a n d  a l so  w i l l  be  u sed i n  o the r E a s t e r n  and M idwestern c o r r idors o n  Am f lee t  ! ra i n s  

"EB " A mtrak s 1 m phf icat ,on  fo r a l l  E S  a n d  E g  c a b  a n d  boos i e r  u n i l s re ma in ing , n se rv,ce 
S u rv ivors - many 1otaUy  rebu 1 l l-pu 1 1  c o n ve nt iona l -eq u 1 pment  t ra i ns 1n  a l l cor r·i dors , a n d  
some h o l d  d o w n  certa in  lon g-dist a n c e  r u n s  s u c h  as  t h e  In ter-A merican  M o r e  t h a n  1 00 
c a b  u n i ts  from 1 3  ra i l road s a n d  5 r e b u i l t  ex -M i lwau kee Road  E 9  boos ters  a r e  s t i l l  i n  
se rv ice  Depe nd ing on  h o w  e x tens ive ly  a n d  w h e r e  rebu r l l .  t h e  E 's a r e  ra ted  f rom the  
fac tory f igu re o f  2250 h p lo  2600 h p 

" FP7 "  A mtra k s 1m p l 1 f i ca t ion  for a l l  F -lype cab  a n d  boos ter  u n i ts  From a f leet of 8 ex-B N 
c a bs , 7 ex-B N boosters . 1 4  e x - S P  F P 7  ca bs . a n d  5 ex-S P boos ters , on ly  a handfu l 
perha ps as few as 4- of t h e  for m e r  E spee cab  un i t s w e re sched u l ed to s u rv ive  i nto 
1 976' .  as  protect ion  power at O a k l a n d  for  the San Joa q u in , Reno F u n  Tra ins . and make
u p  sec t ions  ol the  Coa s t  S tar / rgh t 

Electric 
E60CP Nos. 950-975. Bu 1 l f  by GE R a k ish , E u rope a n-lo o k , n g  dou b le -cab  speed s ters I ha t  

were p lanned to  be t h e  successors to  the GG 1 ·s r n  the  Nor theas t  Corr idor M od e l  des
ig nat ion  der ived  f rom specs  e lectr ic  ( ' 'E ' ' I , 6000 h p (d ,ese l  e q u i vale n l ]  { "60" 1 : C-C 
( "C") , passeng.er ( "P" ) .  Lowest -n u m bered 1 5  have s tea m genera tors , h i g hest - n u mbered 
1 1  have H E P  fea tu re for use w i th  A m  fleet  A l leged prob lem s w i th  l h e  l ru c k s  he ld up  
de l ,very beyond the sched u led  summe r 1 975 c o m ple t ion  t ime .  F i r s l  lwo un i ts  pa in ted  
(950 and  951 ) we re t h e  l i r s l  loc o m ot ives  to bear  A m trak 's new s i l ver  w i th  red - w h i te 
and-b lue be l t l i ke st r ipe  sch e m e. 

GG1  "G rand o ld  G r rl " of Pe nnsylvania e lec t rihcat oon con t i n ues  to be a work horse  for 
A mtrak ,  s i n g i n g  a lon g the  N ort heas t  Corr ido r on  lhe poi n t  o f  a l l  conven l l o n a l -e q u i p m e n t  
t ra ins ( a s  w e l l  as  on  PC f r e i g h t s  a n d  m a i l  t ra m s  p l us  New Y o r k  & Long B ra n c h  com
m uters) .  seem i ng ly  an eternal  crealu re defy ing re p lacement  A lew of  lhe 30  "G ·s" 
A m t ral<  owns bea r a g a r i s h  s i l ve r  and red ada ptaHon  of A mtrak 's co lor  sch e m e, ot h e r s  
s p ort a m ore  tas te fu l  so l i d  b l a c K  left over from P C  own e r s h ip , wit h s i m p ly  "A m tra k ' ' 
pa in ted  1n on the  center  of lhe  f l an k Y e s ,  t hey  s l i l l  occas i o n a l l y  ha u l  P70 coaches  

RS3 · s .  The sw i tc h er i s  U . S . Army S2 
7 1 1 0 .  sti l l  Arm y-o w ned but  pa i n ted 
Am trak . In an ticipation o f  A m trak ·s 
s tart ing  auto -ferry service , the un i t  
was  lea sed fo r u se at the  pro posed 
Poi nc i ana  ( Fla. ) termina l . When the 
au to-ferry pl ans  were a bando ned . the 
A l co was assigned to sw i tch at I vy 
Ci ty t rm i n al i n  \/./ ash i n gto n .  D . C. 

B e fo re a n y  E60C P 's were pl aced i n  
revenue  serv ice . A m trak nor m a l l v  
o perated 5 1  cc ·1 ·s. the  3 0  i t  owns and
2 1  steam-equ i p ped ones l eased fro m
PC . Fu rther c ·s fro m  PC's  poo l  also
w·ere u t i l i zed . so on any gi ve n Am
trak con vent iona l -eq u i pmen t  Nor th 
east Co rr idor lTai n ,  a n y  passenger
pool C G  I co u lcl  sho w u p  w i th the  ex
cept ion of 1 I ded icated to the  New
York & Lo ng Rra nch co m m u ter serv
ice operated for I e w  J e rse y DOT .

Al tho u g h  the  B udd RDC is term ed 
by many observers as ideal fo r nu
mero u s  A m trak "corr i dor " ru n s  out •  
s ide t he Nor theast . the  veh i cle wi l l  see 
a l i mited fu tu re wi th A m trak . B udd 
no lo nger wi l l  pro d u ce se l f-powered 
cars. and the o ld age o f  ex i s t i ng RDC's  
precl udes A m trnk  fro m  t r y ing to o b
ta in any from other  o w ners. A s  o f  l a st 
.I u ly .  J 3 ex-Pe n n  Central RDC 's ( a l l  
former N e w  H aven exce pt N o .  ·34 _ an 
e x -NYC car ) were assi gned to N e w  
Haven for t h e  Connect i c u t  V;1l leY 

c o r r i d o r  and 5 w e r e  _ t a t i o n e d  at 
Br igh ton  Park i n  Ch i cago to cover the 
B lach Haw/1 . c

1
1 1  T l l i no i  ..J03 b  tra i n  to 

D u buque, I a . E x - B ur l in gto n Nor thern 
RDC2's  30 and 32 i n  the B ia. ck Ha wh 
poo l  were the o n l y  non -PC RDC 's i n  
service for A m trak ( s i ster 3 1  was  
wrecked at G ale na , ! 1 1  . .  and se t a si d e ) . 
N o . 30 was  or i g inal l y N o r t h ern P acif
i c . and 3 1 -32 were W estern P ac i fi c  
Zephy ret l e  cars l ater bo ugh t  by N P . 

A mtra k ' s ex-B N RD 3 ' s  were se t 
asi d e  for sal e  at the Head i ng ( Pa . I 
shops ( s i te o f  al l  Amtrak RDC re fur• 
b i sh ing )  after pla n s  to con vert them 
Lo s nack -co ac h 01 ·  bar- lou n ge-co ac h 
co n figura t i o n were d ro pped . 

F UN ITS  h ave no fu ture wi th A m 
trak ( 30 were t o  be trad ed in o n  t h e  
n e w  E M D  d ie sel o rder ) .  but  E u n i ts 
do , The i r  ro le .  however .  wi l l  no t  be 
as big as or i g inal l y em·i sio ned . for 
Am trak has no pla n s  to resume the  
re bu i ld  programs. T h e re were 1 I 3 ac 
t ive  A m lrak E '  l ast J ul y  1 .  abo ut half 
of w h j c h  had been rebu i l t  to some 
d egree .  The unr pai n ted b l ack ex
PC ES 's were to ge t earl y re t i remen t  
after P30-po wered Amflee t  trai n s  
were i n  serv i ce .  

I f  any  E ' s  are to be g iven furt h er 
shop attent ion .  i t  m igh-t co me i n  a 
conti n u at ion o f  the program to mod i -
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Fy so me to b eade n d  po wer ( H E P ) for 
u se w i th the A rn neet .  F i ve ex-Pc n n sv
ER "s - 28 4 .  288 ,  305 .  � 1 5 . and 3 1 7
- were conver ted i n  1 97 4 - 1 97 5  at
A l too n a  at a cos t  of abou t $ 1 75.00 ( )
e;:ich , T hey have two D etro i t D iese.l
e ngines i n  the i r  a rt end to prov ide
the  po wer for t ra i n  l igh t i ng/ heat i ng .
T hree u n its ar based i o  h i e-ago l'or
use w i th ex-C& N W  b i - leve l i n t e rc i t v
c ars o n  l l l i no i .s  -l 03b tra i n s , Ano th l' l : _
8 1 7 , was sen t  to the DOT t e st trac k
n ear P ueblo lo t e st the  f i rst four A m ·
coache s si n ce no n e w  H E P  !oco m o·
t ive s  were ava i l ab le

The A m trak/R ock I s land s i tua t ion  
i l l u strates how far i n  ad vance so m e  
locomotive dec i sio n s  can b e  made I n  
t h e  second q u ar te r  o f  1 97 5 .  t h e  two 
carr iers began nego t i a t i o n ,  fo r Am
trak takeo ve r o f  the  Rock ·s two i n ter· 
ci ty tra i n s . A m t ra k  did no t  co n t em ·  
pl ate purchas i n T a n y  R ock E u n i t  b u t  
i n s tead  e arm arked f i ve A m trak E 's lo 
be €q u i  ppec l  al J ac ksonv i l le , F la . , 

THE GG t AND AMTRAK 

Former I n terim Current Current 
PC No. A mtrak No .  Amtrak No .  PC No. 
4892 900 

4897 90 1 

4899 902 

4900 903 

490 1 904 

4902 902 905 

4903 906 

4904 4930 

4905 493 1 

4906 907  

4907 908 

4908 908 909 

4909 4932 

49 1 0  9 1 0  

49 1 1 9 1 1 

49 1 2  9 1 2 

49 1 3  9 1 3  

49 1 4  9 1 4 

49 1 5  4933 

49 1 6  9 1 5  

4 9 1 7 4 934 

49 1 8  9 1 6  

49 1 9 9 1 7 

4920 9 1 8  

4 9 2 1  4 9 3 6  

4 922 4937 

4923 4938 

4 924 9 1 9  

4 9 2 5  9 20 

4926 9 2 1  

4 9 2 7  4 9 3 9  

4 9 2 8  9 2 2  

4 9 2 9  9 2 3  

4930 Scrapped 

4 9 3 1  93 1 924 

4932 925 

4933 925 

4934 927 
4935 4935 

4936 Scrapped 

4 9 3 7  9 2 8  
4 9 3 8  9 2 9  
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w i th Rock I l and cab-signal appa rat u s . 
The u n i ts were :) Ml . a n  e x-C B & Q  E 8  
serv in g a  a pro te ct u n i t a t B N ' C h i ca
go fa c i l i t y ;  32� and 3J0 .  fo rmer  U P  
E B 's " i ,  t h  \,\ oodcr - s t  poo l :  a n d  -l 0 J 
a n d  4 2 1 , e x -UP  E 9 's t hen a l  t h e  SCL 
hop in  J ackso n v i l l e  to  ge t nc- w bo i l ers 

i n sta l l d . 
T h e  lec l ion of t h t' v\l oodcrest 

poo l  as a bast' l'o r  R I -ro u tt u n i ts is 
l og i c;: i l enoug h. bu t  the  spec i al -m od ·
Hi.ca t ion  necess i t y  ha c l  a para l le l .
\,\1 hen A m trak purchas d seco n d h and
E 's ,  i t  and I l l i no i s C e n tra l  co uld n ·t
co m e  to te rms  o n  anv  ! C  u n i ts . B u t
I C 's trai n co n trol  d i c ta ted that spec i f·
i ca l l y  equ i pped un i t s  be r u n there . so
form er B & O  E 8's 203 ,  205 .  and  �0 8
were mod i fied a t  Woodcre s t  a nd as·
si gned to that pool . Leased lC u n i t s
( �o m e  re pa i n t ed i n  si lver b u t  n o l  re
n u m bered or l e t t ernd for A m tr, 1 k 1
l' i l led i n  u n t i l t h e  SDP " s  were de l i \· ·  
ered . Am trak la ter did buv  one IC
u.n i l . Pad u ca h -re bu i l t  ES 20� 1 . w h i c h
became A m trak  436 .

Woodcrest and  o ther shops  on the  
m a p  o n  page 27 wi l l  l i ke !  co n t i rrn 
lo be Am t rak  mn i n t en ance bases for 
�o me t i m e . An A m trak-o w ned d ie sel 
f:ho p - e i t her a new one o r  one dee med 
red u n d an t  by a ra i l road - i .  probably 
in A m trak "s  fu tur e .  bu t  lhe subject 
does no t  h ave h igh priori ty o w i n g  Lo 
the  yo u n g  age and good co nd itio n of 
the majori ty o f  A m t. r a k ·s locomot 1 \'e s , 
l d ea l l y , A m trak wo u ld  locate ru n n i ng
ho p. i n  rlorid a, i n  the M id ,,ve s t .  and 

o n  the  West  Coast . p l u .  h aving a
s i n gl e ce n tral ly l o ca ted heavy-re pa i r
shop i n  t J  e m a n n er o l' the  rece n t l y
acq u i red Bee · h G ro ve ( I nd . )  car s h o p

S J , C E  rn o r c  t h a n  a d e c a d e  h a s  
p a  s e d  w i t hou t  an y basi c chan ge s  i n  
d ie s e l -e lectric loco mol ivc pr i m e  mov• 
ers ,  hor sepo wer ra t i n gs .  or co nfigu ra• 
l ion of u n i ts .  in so me t'C s pects  wc·re 
st i l l  deep i n to the · · second ge 1 1 t"ra • 
l i o n "  o f  uch mo t i ve po wer . But  i f  
the  t h ird ge n e ra t i on  o r  the  d i csel
e l cct 1 · i c  does exist . i t  i s  or wil l  be 
those beasts w h i ch sport a l l  the 1 9 7 0 ·s 
a ir-e miss i o n .  no i se-co n t ro l .  and cre w •  
safe t \ re f i n e m e n ts made  nccessarv 
6 11 Govern ment f i a t . Add to such ap
p1.1rten anccs t h e  capabi l i ty to h e at a 
pa ssen ger trai n electrical ly and yo u've 
got a th i rd -ge n erat ion  creature for 
sure . 

A m trak 's P30C H 's fro m  G E  and 
F40P I  l 's fro m E .M D  are such an i m als .  
d e sce ndan t s  o f  co m m u te r  u n i t s  on 
E r i e  Lacka wa n n a  ( Ne w  J ersey DOT 
G E  34 C l·l 's )  and M i l waukee. Road 
( N o r t h/N o rthwest S u burban E M D  
F40C'  ) . A m trak 's  new G E 's were 
orderecl i n  J 97 4 and sched u l ed for 
de l i very b gi n n i n g  l ast A ugu st . I n i t i a l  
p l a n s  cal led for abo u t  1 5  l o  1 7  o f  t h e  
P 30 's ( P -bo a ts7 ) t o  b e  ass i gn  d t o  
New  H a v  n a n d  t h e  rerna i ncler  t o  
H i a lea h .  Th i s  i s  because t h e  fi rst 

m oach w re to be u sed i n  the 
Northeast  Corr i dor .  fol l owed by in 
' ugura t ion  o f  a w i n ter-seaso n  al l 
coach New York - · lor ida  tr a i n .  E ve n
tual l v .  as the  £M D f4 0's are de l i vered 
thev • w i l l  repl ace the GE ·s in N e w  
• ng l and s o  the  P 3 0 ' s  c a n  be concen 
trated o n  Sea board Co ast L i ne ,  a long·
t i me C E  sta m p i ng gro u nd .

The :10 new E M D 's .  sched u led for 
del i ver i n  the  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1 9 76, are 
to be j u n ior  vers io n s  o f  the . O P4 0F 's . 
The baby co,v l s  w i l l  be abou t two
th i l"'d s  the we igh t  o f  the S D P ·s .  M ore 
t m porta nt i s  the i r  B -B truck  co nfig
ura t io n  ( no t  evident i n  the  model 
de signat ion ) .  w h i ch s i�na l s  a h a l t  to 
Am t rak · acq u i r i n g  e-c·s . Amtrak 
m o t i ve-po wer o ffi cia l s  feel the need 
for s ix -motor power i s  l i m i ted to the 
long-d i stance tra i n s , e spec i a l l y  i u  the 
West . and that the prese nt 1 50 u n i t s  

S E ATTL E ,  WASH. (BN) 
Trams · PACIFIC I NTE RN A T I O NA L  

PUGE T SOUND , MO U N T  RAI N I E R  
U nilS F 's 1 00, 107 , E 's 3:3 2 - 3 3 3 , 

340-341 , 345-3S6

HAVRE , M ONT. (BNI  
Tra , n s  EMPIRE BU1LOER, NORTH COAST H1AWA THA 
Ur1 1 t5 : F"·� 1 02. 105 ( protec t E M PIRE BUIL D E R:) : 

S D P 's 529,54 1 .  560-565, 573-57'> 

ou\te r 

S EATT 
� - - - - - -/-r- - .....-°' - - �A�!o- - - -

Porl l.and 

OAKWIND 

"- / ' ----� ���ro�--

�
1
· LIVI N GSTON, M ONT. (BN)

!
1 Tram: �tole-c l NORTH COA S T  H IAWATH A 

j \

Units F' s.  1 01 ,  106 1:56

O ENVER, COLO , ( BN) 
Tro,o SAN F R A N C I SCO Z E P HY R  
U n 1 1 S  SOP 's 580•58 1 583-587 6,0-629 

DE NVER 
Reno (Sparks ) 

BA RSTOW, C A LIF, i AT&SF) 
Tra i ns · SOUT HWEST L I MI TED. l ONE 

STA R ,  S'AN D I EG ANS 

\ • 
.. 

\ \ 
U nils E 's 4 1 6- 4 1 7 , • S H52 (SAN 

D I EG A N S I : sop•, 5 00-528 

\ b ea ,ers l ,o ld BARSTOW 

\ 
__..o=:.::..;..:;.;.:.,_ ____ _ 

LOS ANGELE S  

'--- · - ·- ·-
Sao Diego 

LOS A N GE LES, CALIF.  (SPI 
Tfam , SUNSET LIM ITED, COA S T  STAR L IGHT 
UoIts F·,  1 1 1 , 1 2 1  I P IOle c l  COAST STA� -

UGHT and M l r-21 Lomia tu rns ! :  
5DP ' S  551 -559, 566- 572 

OAK LAND , C A LIF. ($Pi 
Tra 1n:s SAN JOA QUIN 1 Fleno F'tJn Tta I r,.  � n s-eason j ,  ,i r ote c !  

S A N  r RAr-lCISCO Z E PHYR a o d  COAST STA R L IG HT 
U niH:i F's no,  n 3. 1 1 6- 1 1 7 ,  1 1 9. l2:2 

Stables 



plus the P30's are sufficient to protect 
these requirements for the foresee
able fu ture. The new EMD's, which 
wi.11 cost about $544,000 apiece, prob
ably will be used all over the Midwest 
and East on Amfleet trains . They'll 
deliver about 2500 locomotive horse
power, since a maximum "hotel" load 
of 500 kilowatts consumes 500 to 700 
horsepower. 

FoR the short term, Amtrak 's fu
ture appears to be with locomotive
hauled trains - both electric and die
sel-e lectric- and turbo trains. The 
increasing o f' the Amlleet to almost 
500; the quick reordering of EMD die
sels: and the selection of the RTG 
tmboUner for Americanization all 
signal Amtrak's intent to. for now. 
stick with proven designs that worh. 
The Budd-built Amfleet is based on 

the Metroliner design: the EM D 645 
engine is universal and the SDP40F's 
run like big sewing machines, giving 
95 per cent availability; and the 
F'rench-buill RTG's have surprised 
many ·with their similarly high avail
ability and lack of mechanical prob
lems. 

We'll likely have some GCl ·s and 
e:s ·s aro und for another decade, 
though. if Amtrak's traffic continues 
to grow and if various states retain 
their current interest in fundi ng ad
ditional short-haul trains. But always 
there will be shuffles. In the middle 
of 1975, for example, Amtrak think
ing was to assign the new Rohr RTG"s 
(due in summer 1976) to E mpire 
Service runs and to move the United 
Aircraft Turbos from New York-Bos
ton to the San Diegans. This would 
make the Boston services virtually all 

HARRISBURG .. PA. (PC) 

Amtleet and force more "checkers" 
moves with E8's and conventional 
coaches. (The possible choice of Em
pire Service for Tw·boliners is in ter
esting in that New York State sup
posedly has been interested in pur· 
chasing new trains-either Turbos or 
LRC-style - itself. Whether AmU'ak's 
providing of new equipment would 
whet a state's appetite or blunt its 
desire to spend more money would be 
worth watching.) 

Meanwhile, as Amfleet trains pulled 
bv P30's and F-W's take over in the 
E~sl and Mid west in the next couple 
of vears, the introduction of new bi· 
level cars on Amtrak's Western long
distance trains is going to mean a 
metamorphosis for the SDP40F's. 
Amtrak ·s plans called for the conver
s ion of 74 SDP's from steam genera
tors to HEP status in the next year or 

CHICAGO, ILL. (ATK, Broghlon Park) 
Trains BLACK HAWK, Turbotrners 
Uni1s: RDC's 10, 15. 30, 32 (BLACK HAWK): 

Trams; BROADWAY LIMITED, NATIONAL LIMITED 
Unlis: E's 225-226, 233,314, 316, 318-319, 322· 

PAOLI. PA. (PC) 
Trains· Silverliners 

RTG's 58-69 (T(Hbohnors:) 

••••••••• 
SUPERIOR, WIS. (BN) 
Tfains: ARROWHEAD, prolect NORTH COAST 

HIAWATHA and EMPIRE BUILDER at 
Minneapolis 

Units: E's 334, 411, 420 

l 

--------~ SUPERIO~" 

' ,.._ ♦• 

323,402,450, 471-472; SOP's 588-597 

CHICAGO, ILL. (ICG. Woodcresl) 
Trams: BLUE WATER, ILLINI, SHAWNEE, STATE 

HOUSE. protect Ch1ca90-Detroil and 
Chicago-St Louis convenllonal 
trains. PANAMA LIMITEO 

UnHs E's 203. 205, 305, 315. 329·330, 
344,352, 412, 422. 436: 
SOP'$ 612·619 (PANAMA LIMITED) 

' / ' ♦ ---------~~Meapo~, 

"- C LONIE 
"- , I 

Trains: All HIAWATHA SERVICE !rains '-...._ Port Huron •• •• 
Units; E's 406-410, 434.435 r-----.. , Milwaukee -----'9 ~--&) . , • •' HARMO 

Unils: Various PC M U cars 

COLONIE, N.Y. (O&H) 
Tram ADIRONDACK ~Albany•Mont,eal porl1on) 
Units, PA4's 16-19: RS3's 1508, 1536 (all 

D&H-owned} 

PROVIDENCE, R. I. (ATK, Fields Po,nt) 
Trains; Turb0Tra1ns 
Units UA Turbo power cars 50-53, 56-57 

NEW HAVEN, CONN. (PC) 
Trains: MONTREALER (New Haven-Montreal pon10n), 

all New Haven·8osto~ ancf New t-taven• 
Springtietd conventional trains 

CHICAGO, ILL. (MILW. Western Ave.) I' .•· • • 
0 

• • •1 A"ib~~• 

Dubuque I k Jae son .•· ork 

I "oclroit HARRISB 

Units: AOC's 13-14, 16--20, 27-29, 34-36 (New Haven• 
Springfletd, Mass I: E's 249, 277-280, 283, 285, 
287. 292-293, 295, 297-304, 307-308, 

CHICAGO, ILL (BN, 14th St.) 
Train: ILLINOIS ZEPHYft 
Unils: E's 288, 349 

PUEBLO, COLO. (DOT) 
Train: Amcoach testing 
Unit! ES 317 

◊PUEBLO 

Kansas City 

',.., Ou1ncy .... 
s1.::;;;, 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

FortWorth _____ .J 

I 
' I 
•,. I CLEBURNE 

' ·, I I 
·, ....,.,,, I .. , ...., .,,,. 

·- ----,,•-·-·-·-·-· ·-·-·-·-· I Houston 

I 
I 
I 

LaredoO CLEBURNE, TEX. (AT&SF) 

New Orleans 

Trains: INTER-AMERICAN, LONE STAR 
(Dallas-Fort Worth seclion) 

Unils: E's 325-326 (437-438). 404-405. 
414, 419. 424. 426, 429, 433 

- -:;~;;;;;.,;-9;;-,, 

SI. Peterst>urg 

HIALEAH 
Miaml 

iladelphia 

LMINGTON 

TON 

"-wporl News 

310-311, 313, 418, 428, 432 

HARMON, N. Y. (PC) 
Trains· All EMPIRE SERVICE lra1ns (Ha1mon•BL1rtalo), 

EMPIRE STATE EXPRESS, MICHIGAN EXECUTIVE 
Un,ls· E's 216, 224, 259, 262. 264-268, 270-273, 276, 291, 

328,415.425, 427, 430 (leased PC FL9's prolec1 
Ha,mon-New York portion) 

WILMINGTON, DEL. (PC) 
Trains· All electric•locomollve-hauled conventional 

lrams, all Metroliners 
Units GG , 's 900·929; Metroliners 800-830, 850·8-89 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (WT) 
Tralns· Protect all diverging 
Unit: ES 246 

CUMBERLAND, MO. (B&O) 
T,a;ns: BLUE RIDGE, JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY 

(Charlotlesvllle•Newport News section) 
Units: E's 213, 215, 220, 236, •OO 

HIALEAH, FLA. (SCL) 
Trains; JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY, MOUNTAINEER, 

FLORIDIAN, SILVER STAR, CHAMPION. 
SILVER METEOR 

Units SDP's 542-550, 582, 598-611, 630-649 

TRAINS Magazine-Robert Wegner 

and tracks for Amtrak's horses 
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ACTIVE AMTRAK DIESELS -July 1 ,  1 9 75 
Model  Oty. Road Nos .  Her i tage 
F 7 A  6 1 00- 1 02 .  1 05- 1 0 7  S N  ( N P1 
F P 7  B 1 1 0 - 1 1 1 , 1 1 3 . 1 1 6- 1 1 7 , 1 1 9 . 1 2 1 - 1 22 SP 
F J B  1 1 56 S N ( N P J 
E 8A 2 203. 205 8 & 0  

E 8A 4 2 1 3 , 2 1 5 -2 1 6 , 2 20 R F& P  
E S A  3 2 24-226 L & N  ( 226 S L S F ) 
E 8A 2 233. 236 S C L  r AC L i 
E 8 A  2 246, 249 SC L I S A L J  
E S A  1 2 259, 262 . 264-268, 2 70- 2 7 3 . 276 PC ( NY C I  
E 8 A  35 2 7 7 - 280, 283-285 . 2 8 7 - 288 2 9 1 -29 3 ,  295 , 

297-305, 3 0 7-308 , 3 1 0-3 1 1 , 3 1 3 -3 1 9 , 
3 22-323 PC ! P R R J 

E 8A 5 3 2 5-3 2 6 .  3 28-330 U P  
E S A  1 0  332-3 3 4 .  340-34 1 . 344-346 , 349. 352 B N  1 C B & O 1 
E 9 A  3 400-402 B & O  
E 9A 1 404 SCL ( S A L i 
E 9 A  B 405-4 1 0 ,  434-435 M I LW 
E 9 A  20 4 1 1 -4 1 2 . 4 1 4-4 2 2 .  4 24-430 , 4 32-433 U P  
E 8 A  1 436 IC 
E9B 5 450-45 2 .  4 7 1 -4 7 2 M I LW 

S D P 40F 1 50 500-649 B o u g h t  new 
2 7 8  

N ote: Fo l lowi n g  E B  s s o l d  to  N a pora n o  I ron a n d  M e t a l  o f  N e w a r k  N J . 1 n  secon d 
o uaner of 1 9 7 5 : 202 209 . 2 1 4 , 2 1 7-2 1 9 . 2 2 1 , 223 .  2 30-232 , 234, 235 . 237-24 5 .  2 4 8
250-2 5 2 ,  2 5 4 , 3 2 7 . 33 1 ,  6 N  9 9 5 4  ( 3 4 7 1 ,  34 8 . B N  9966 I 350), 3 5 1

STATUS O F  AMTRAK-OWNED  D I E SE L  LOCOMOTIVES -July 1 ,  1 97 5
E cab E booster SD P40F F c a b  F booster Total 

u n , 1 s  ass i g n e d  rn se rv ,ce 1 05 5 1 50 14  1 2 7 5  
U n i ts  1n  bac ks h o p  or  awa, t i n g  r e p a i r 3 0 0 0 o 3 
U n t ts  awa1 t 1 n g  d 1spos 1 t 1on 7 3 O 4 7 21  
Un . ts  set as ide 4 8  1 5 o 4 1 68 
Tota l 1 63 23 1 50 22 9 367 

DIESEL LOCOMOT IVE  MAINTENANCE ASSIGNMENT BY RAILROAD 
J u ly 1 ,  1 9 75 

A T & S F  
B & O  
B N  
!CG
M I LW 
PC
SCL
S P
WT
D O T  ( P ue b lo) 

T o t a l  

t,vo . For i n ter im steam so u r ces. A m ·  
trak was co ns i dering u s i ng i t s  fl e t  
of fo r mer U n i o n Pac i fi c  E9B "s as bo i l 
e r  car · ( so me h ad see n  s u c h  d u l y  as 
ta t i o n a rv pl a n ts at Denve r  and S t . 

Lo u i s ) . O n l y  the  M i l w a u kee E B ' s  are 
re bu i l t ; t h e · L I P "s hud been se t asi d e  
in 1 974 and 1 075 

Amt rak ·s t i  m e  table for C( n v  rs io  n 

28 D E C E M B E R 1 97 5  

E 's F ' s 
1 4  0 

5 0 
1 1 7 
1 1 0 

7 0 

60 0 
0 0 
0 8 

0 
0 

1 1 0 1 5 

SDP40F ' s  Tota l  
29 43 

0 5 
43 61  

8 1 9  
0 7 

1 0  70 
44 44 
1 6  2 4  
0 
0 

1 50 2 7 5  

o l' e x i st ing Western trai ns to b i 
l eve l s  c a l l  for the  process t o  heg in
i n  M ay 1 9 7 7  w i th one  S l a rliyh l  set .
So . w i t h  nevi ors ancl by-t h e n  " old "
SOP OF 's g i ve n  new l ! E P  eq u i pmen t
and t h e  new co l o r  scheme .  A m trak
t ra i n s  w i l l res is t  the  " a l l - l oo k-al i ke"
tag t hev had bee n e a rn ing i n  the  past
year .

l F  A m trak  d i e se l s  " al l  look a l ike . " "
then so do th ose o n  A m er ican ma i n 
l i ne [re i gh t s .  A trai n - w a tcher  i s  l ikel y 
to see ( depend i n g  o n  h i s  loca t ion ) 
jus t  a parade o f C P 3 8 's , U30 "$, S D 4 0 's .  
U 23 8 's . o r  S D 4 5 's . The mo n o tonv ls 
broken o n ly h ere and  there by s�1ch 
d i v  rsio n s  as SP 's · · t unne l  m o tors" ;  
I CC 's Pad ucah reb u i l d s : So uthern ·s 
h i gh no. e ; U P '  • •  n oo f' no ses: and 
San ta Fe 's CF7 's .  To see the Alcos or 
other exo t ics l'l1a l  merelv den t the 
:.. M D / G E  strangle hold . }'OU ei ther 
have to searc h the b ranch  l i nes  or 
travel to t h  smal l  or the  ou t-o f-the
way or the i n so l ven t  ro ad s - the U tah 
Rai lway s, the Lake S u per ior & I shpem
i ngs, the  Leh igh Va l l eys .  

A m ajo r re ason fo r th i s  moti ve
po wer monotony is the pl u n ge in traf
fi c l eve l s  brough t a bou t by the d e 
pressed eco no m y . Large road s p urged 
m inor i ty u n its ( Al co s , B ald w i n s. a n d  
FM ·s ) fro m  t h e  ac t ive  ra nks: stored 
m any ( i n so me cases, al l ) of the ir  LJ . 
bo at : and  eve n la id u p  b ra ncl new 
u n i t s  fro m both G E  and E M O . One
re aso n for the  la t t er  phenomenon is
that se rvice warran t i es ge nera l l y  do
not  take e ffec t  u n t i l  a loco m o t i ve is
placed in serv ice .

So whe ther or not 1 9 76 w i l l  br ing  
a s l i gh t  rev iva l  of  m i nori ty motive 
po wer. h i  tory wi l l  record · t hat the 
J 97.5 rece ssion k i l led Class l B aldwi n s  
a n d  FM 's j n  the sam e  man ne r  t h e  o n e  
in 1 95S k i l led C lass 1 s tea m . The 
D e l aware & H udson  sharks  and the 
M i l wa u kee Road !-I I 0/ H J 2 sw i tchers 
were the  excep t i ons  to the  sub merg· 
ing  of al l d i  sel s fro m the o ld  No . 3 
and  1o . 4 b u i lders lo the  short l i ne/i n
dustr ial leve l .  

The  d iese l s  o f  the o ld  No . :! bu i lder .  
A lco .  w i l l  be  c l ose beh ind . fo r vou can 
cou n t  on bo t h  h a n d s  the locat io n s  
w here Sch enectady  products ( Century 
series a l mo t e n Ure lv ) can be fo und 
i n  regu l ar m a i n l ine  serv ice .  ( Try it 
here are eight , PC i n  Oh io :  BN out  of 
Port l a n d : E rie Lackaw anna:  Del aware 
& H ud so n :  Le h i gh V al l ey ; SCL i n  
Flori d a :  L& N i n  Kentu cky: a n d  C&NW 
in o r e  co u n t ry . )  F i r s t -ge n e r a t i o n  
A lco s h ang o n .  b u t  many  Cl ass 1 • 
relega led long l i nes  o f  sto red RS 3 ' 
to the  re t i remen t  l i sts. and  o n ly a few 
A lco loya l i s t s  ga\·e 2-J ,J 's more l i fe .
D& H .  G reen Bay & V•/ est ern , and 
Detrn i t  & l ncki n ac, for instan ce. 
each o pe rate R S 's w i t h  rebuil t 244 's 
o r  mod i fi ed 2 5 1  's u nder the rounded
hoods .  The f i r s t  two road s d id t h e i r
own work. a n d  D& M - b uve r o f  the
fi rst RS2's i n  J 9 4 6 - i s  h a v i ng its
ro s ter rebu i l t  ( o n e a t  a t i me ) bv Mor-
r i so n -K n ud sen . • 

Another c a s L 1 a l tv o f  t h e  recession 
was  rebu i ld prog1:am s. I l l i n o i s  Cen
tra l  G u l f' s  is st i l l  go i ng - i n  fact .  the 
mad i s  sol i c i t i n g  wreck -rebu i ld  b usi
ness fro m o t her f ir m s  and co nti n 
ues  to do w o r k  fo r ne i ghbor P rec isio n  
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Scou J [.-trtlc,· 

FL9 STILL BEARING NEW HAVEN LOGO ON AMTRAK\ SALT C'rTY EXPRESS 
Leased diesel-t'/ectric-e/ectncs /rnndll' t/11.- I lurmo11-Grtmd Cr:11lrul leg 

Scou Hartl�\' 

SOUTHERN ALCOS IN STORAGE AT fNMAN YARD IN ATLANTA IN .JANUARY 1975 
1Wanl/ Class 1 road., relegated lrrn_q lines of �to red R83's to retirement lists 

Stanley 1-1 �:laiter 

GB&W .'307 FRESH ouT Of NoRwooo SHOP WJTH 2000 H.P. ALco-'vVttrTE V-12 �51-C 
Only a few Alco loyalist.� are git•ing ol<l 24-J models renewed life. 

-=---

� -.. '".:
Arnnld Rurchardt 

]9 BRAND-NEW UP UNITS IN STORAGE AT LOUNCIL BLUFFS IN APRIL 1975 
Warranties do not. tahe effect until a locomorwe is placed in ser1.11ce. 

National Corporation -but pl"ograrns 
on Burlington Northern. Nnrth \\'('<;t
ern. Sant; Fe. and �Iilwa11kee Ro;icl 
either were cut way back or ,rcrc 
temporanJy halted. 

The F unit mav be doomed on Am· 
trak and on most· Class I freight-haul
ers. but i l will enj0)' a fr·w more years 
of life on Burlington Northern 131' 
anticipating a c·ontrnuing upward 
spiral of coal traffic and a need for 
more locomotives. is overhauling m 
kind its remaining F's at Dale Street 
Shop. The work. which includes ne,r 
wiring but little exterior change is 
similar to the five-year-extension 
work Nonh Western began at Oelwein 
on its secondhand F's before the re
cession put the units in storage. Al
though BN rrlirecl almost three dozen 
F"s i11 JI.J73-Hl74, at the beginning of 
197.5 the road still owned 3 F3·s. '15 
F7's. and 73 F�fs. 

The diesel world is not quite as 
dreary in Canada. While it is made up 
largely of SO40·:,, GP9·s. and six-axle 
1vl series hoods, the scene is spiced up 
bv wide-cab versions of standard 
n;odels from both GM and MLW: by 
Canadian National"s application of 
cab-unjt-sryle striping to its road• 
switchers: and b;r British Columbia 
Railway, which :is bringing back the 
B unit 

WHAT of tomorro1,\'S locomotive? 
Hard-pressed railroads still will play 
around with toys such as the Stanrav
sponsored Hungarian-built Quarter 
Horse dieseJ-hvdraulic switcher and 
with Electro-iVlotive·s GM6C electric 
demonstrator. but the diesel-electric 
still rejgns supreme and will c.ontinue 
to do so. 

Electrification. when it comes. i" 
conceded to be a mainline tool only . 
and one that will require Govermnei'1t 
funding to implement. The econo1mcs 
of electric operation may be sound 
( after increasing in price by only 
one-third between 1967 and 197.3, 
diesel fuel doubled in price in the 
following 12 months). but the wiring 
of even main lines seems to be around 
a distant curve despite such hopeful 
signs as Li P's test catenary. the CIVl6C. 
and BN's new coal line. Troubles be
setting the Black Mesa & Lake Powell 
.rnd Amtrak's new GE electrics haven ·1 
helped the cause any. either. 

Diesel-electrics continue to under
go improvements and modifications. 
of course. Electro-Motive is develop
ing a high-traction B tnick to comple
ment its HT-C six-motor truck. l'or 
instance. and EMD. GE. and the AAR 
-with FRA guidance - are working
on a safer and more human-related
diesel locomotive cab design ,rHh a
funl'lional. paddec t rounded. and pro
tective interior. So the bulk of tomor
row·s locomoti\·es simply \rill be
cvolutionarr examples of today's l

TRAII\IS 29 
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