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With that burst of train activity complete it was the turn 
of DBZ2311 to move out of Bunbury Port via Picton with 1924 
loaded caustic to Yalup Brook, we followed the train through 
to Yarloop. At Yarloop we got the opportunity to see the stored 
and now very rusty YX steam and Clyde diesel shunting 
locomotives that were burnt in the Yarloop bush fires in 2016. 
A start has been made on a new building to display some of 
the history of the Yarloop Timber Mill workshops that were also 
lost in the same bushfire. 

On Monday 25 September 2023 it was time to head back 
to Geraldton and before we left the metropolitan area, we were 
able to catch a glimpse of C508 and GML10 running round the 
Watco container train at Forrestfield. The only other train seen 
was P2516, P2501 and P2514 loading another grain train at 
Moora CBH.

Visit Two
Another trip to Perth occurred on 7 October 2023, this time the 
first train was not seen until Carnamah CBH where P2505 and 
P2503 were stabled on an empty grain train. Nothing else was 
seen until we passed Forrestfield Locomotive Depot where 
P2508 in its new Aurizon paint was stabled near CBH013 and 
P2516. VL361 and VL358 on 7351 Watco freight came to a 
stand to allow Watco’s HL203 (ex 42203) to put more wagons 
onto the consist.

Whilst the Watco moves were taking place Pacific National’s 
NR46 and NR35 passed by on 7PM5 to Melbourne and we were 
able to get it at Kalamunda Road north of Forrestfield.

The next day, and the reason for the Perth visit was to go to 
Rail Heritage WA’s “RailFest” being held at their Bassendean 
Railway Museum. On display were Watco’s T376, resident 
Metropolitan Vickers/Beyer Peacock XA1405 and Rail 
Heritage’s operational AB1535. All three locomotives were 
periodically started up for visitors. AB1535 was a temporary 
visitor as it is leased to Watco and the next day it would 
leave to undertake a program of ballast train operations in 
the Geraldton area. T376 was bought a short distance from 
Watco’s Bassendean facility.

After visiting RailFest, (I was again with my son Josh) we 
went across to Kewdale and got Qube’s GML10 with Rail First’s 
C503 on Watco’s 1145 ILS container train arriving from North 
Fremantle. It was good to get C503 as it had been a fixture on 
the Leonora to Hampton nickel trains for several months. 

Once the ILS (Intermodal Link Services) train was into the 
ILS facility at the Metro Grain Centre in Forrestfield, Pacific 
National’s NR69 and NR79 came out of Kewdale to make 
up the consist of 1PM6 in Forrestfield Yard. A side note to 
anyone passing along Abernethy Road (that runs to the west of 
Forrestfield Yard) two of the side roads have a rail connection, 
that is Dubs Close and Beyer Place. Intermodal Link Services 
are owned by the Intermodal Group, itself owned principally by 
Watco with a minor shareholding held by Qube.

We then moved location to just south of Woodbridge 
triangle (where the freight lines intersect the Public Transport 
Authority’s Midland suburban line). First train through was 
Aurizon’s P2501 and P2507 on 1K60 loaded grain to Kwinana 
CBH.

Next came Pacific National’s NR6 and NR112 on 1PM5 
heading to Melbourne, the last wagon on 1PM5 had just gone 
past when NR8 and NR62 came around the eastern leg of the 
triangle on 6SP5 to Pacific National’s Kewdale terminal. We 
then headed home and passed Watco T class, T377 shunting 
steel wagons near the SCT depot and noted the stored DFZ, L 
and various DC (422) locomotives around the Aurizon depot at 
Forrestfield. 

The trip back to Geraldton the next morning did not offer 
up any further sightings but the two trips to Perth had certainly 
been of interest with plenty of photos taken and gave a good 
overview of current operations around Perth. 
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